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\WHEEFLS 


| Seen by the Prophet Ezetzl, 
OPENED and APPLIED: 11] 


Partly at the Merchants Lecture in Broad-/treet ; and | | 


partly at Stepney, on January 31. 165;. being the Day of | 
Solemn Thankſgiving to God tor rhe great Deliverance of | 
this Kingdom from POPERY and AVERY),; | 


By His then Highneſs the MofAluftrious / | 


Paince of O2ange, | 


Whom God raiſed up to be the glorious Inſtrument thereof. 


By -MATT HEW MEAD Paſtor of a Church of 
Chriſt at Stepney. : 


Pſalm 77. 18. The woice of thy Thunder was (53939) is the Wheel. 
Pſalm 107. 43. Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, they ſhall 
underſtand the Loving Kindneſs of the Lord. 
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'Tothe Right Worſhiptul Sir Ham- 
- phrey Ednin Knight, Sheriff of the 
. City of London, Sir Jobn Hartop, Em 
raſmus Smith, Lucy Knightly, Samuel 
Criſp, Daniel Mercer, Elquires, Mr. 
- Saas Jari, Mr, John Cook, Mr. Tho= 
mas Cook, Mr. Danel Morſe, Mr, Tho= 
mas Hartly, Mr. Francis Miller, and 
. to the reſt of the Honourable 
Merchants and Citizens, who are 
the Promoters of the Merchants- 
Lecture in Broad-ftreet, London. © 


SIRS, by 
_ Hat you could diſcern in theſe Sermons. 
to cal them forth into ſo pablick an ap- 
| pearauce, 1 know not, unleſs it be the 
ſuitablene/s of them: 10 the Seaſan. It was the ſenſe I © 
| daxof the Stupendiqus Providences of God among us 
. which led we 10 this Subjelt,as being fo fuitable, and 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
my courſe among you, falling out cn that wery day and 
hour when the Great Convention of the Meſtengers 
of the Nation were 10 come together, 1 thought 10- 
thing could be more ſeaſonable. The Srbjed it ſelf 
is excellent and fit for a Quill plucked from the Wing 

&. 1: of 0778 of the 11ving Creatures in this Viſton.and there- 
fore the meanneſs of the management made me wery 
z:nwilling it ſhould come abroad, till I conſidered that 
it would be a leſs crime to ſhew my weakneſs, than to 
be ſtubborn and inflexible to ſo many importunities. Be- 
ſides, 1 thought every one would be willing to know how 
to open the door to a Golden Treaſure, though it be 
but with an Iron Mey. 


He is in too much hafle, who cannot find leiſure to 
turn aſide to ſee ſo great a ſight as this, a Bulh not 
' conſumed, in which the Flames have been ſo long 
hindled. The fignal Charafers of divine Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodnels are ſo viſibly impreſſed upon 
this late great Providence, that he that runs may read 
z:em:When watcrs too fwitt to be tided,and tor deep 
xod. 14. 0 be foorded, ſha! divide themſelves, and {tand.on 
; heaps, for whom can we think the great God would be 
'at the expence of ſuch a wonder, but his own [ſrael, 
+hough the mixt multitude may ſhare in it ? When 

2 6:o\walls that were too high to beſcaled, and too ſtrong 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory., 
to. be battered, /hal nawall .themſelaes' from their 
foundation, and fall Aat, and that before the Trums- ». 6. 
pets ſound, or the people ſhout, /xreche Ark of the! 

| Lord muſt be among that people. When Mountains;. 
|. mhichnohandcould remove,ſhall rem3ve themſelves, 2. 4 
to, plain a way t0 our Mercies, who knoweth not 1n | 
all cheſc, that che hand of che Lord hath weoughte: 
clus ? 


Jo> 12. 9s 


Theſe are preventing Mercies, as little expefled 

25 deſerved ; things which we looked. nor for, Ani, 14-54 3: 
as no judgments are greater than ſuch as are furpris : The; 
zing : ſo xo Mercies ſweeter than fuch. as'prevent' us; 

and come unawares.When our Enemies promiſed them-. 
ſelves ſure ſucceſs, how ſudden was the judgment. 
whith defeated their hope ? and when we looked for. 
nothing but tobe in{laved and deſtroyed; how ſurpri-+ 

Zing was the Mercy that cured our fears*NoWheels. 
could have brought ſuch a Salvation,had not the Chaz, 

riot come from between the Mountains of Braſs 4, zc<.5-4 
| zor could they have moved ſo ſwiftly,had not the Spis Ezex.r 
rit of the living Creature been in them, and be that: 

fits above upon the Tarone condudted them. Ezck4.2 


| I may not -omit to [tet you know: that yourwidl. find 
. ſome things added here:to,what you, heard; eſpectally 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
in the Applicatory part, for after T had inſiſted once 
upon this SubjeR among you, "there was a day for pub- 
lick Thankſgiving appointed for the next Week after, 
and I knew no fitter Theme to inſift uvon for that day 
among my own people ; ani therefore-what I then de- 
livered, I have here inſerted, that I might gratifie 
their deſires in that, as well as yours in thereft. 


T he whole was intended from the firſt for a Thanks 

. 3,6. Offering to God, ſuch as it is, not of the Herd, but of 
the Flock ; for of him that can't bring a Bullock God 

| accepts a Lamb.And 1 was willing to obſerve the Law 
[ of that Offering to the utmoſt ; in which T find that the 
jev. 7. 15, Fleſh was to be eaten the ſame day it was Offercd, 
* 0r 7t ſhould not be accepted ; the Goſpel of which 5s 
to quicken and haflen us to Communion with God, in 
or thankful returns for received Mercies ; eſpecially 
when ſo ſignally great as this is. The ſenſe of which 
was ſo particularly impreſſed upon my mind, that I 
knew not how to wait for the day ( though I believed 
and expefed it) of the publick Solemnizing this Sal- 
vation. For that I deemed my ſhare in it to be ſo much 
greater than other mens, by how much my Sufferings 
have been ſo. A Deltverance, to him who is redeem- 
ed thereby from nine years inceſſant vexations, by 
Suits, by Fines, by illegal Houſe-breakings, 5y - 
| | _ Plundering 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Plundering and Spoil, by Impriſonments, by Pros 
ſecution for Life, by Wandering ina ſtrange Land, 
muſt be far ſweeter, than it can be to him who is deli. 
wered only from his fears,and ſad expetations ofwhat 
2s t0 come. And if, inthe wiſe Providence of God, 
the waters of afuller Cup have been wrang out t0eal.1;.16 
one than to another, it is n0 wonder though he catcheth 
| more haſtily at the Cup of Conſolation which 3s 
tuen to waſh theſ; down ; as he that is forced to take 

= bicter Potion, readily accepts any thing of a 
pleaſant. -reliſh to. put the former taſte out. of his 
Mouth. 


T am glad that by this Occafion I have fo fair an' 
opportunity to make my publick acknowledgment of 
the rs ous" _=_ _——— under ; _—_ have 
been ſuch, and ſo great, ( eſpecially from ſome of you 
as leave no Way SE 616d lire brt 
making the debt to be Gods ; and he is moſt free to it, 
having promifed to be Surety for hts Servant, to all _ 
fach as receive a Prophet in the name of a Pro- M1o-41 
phet, as ſome of you have done in the worſt times. | 


Such as this is, it is yours; and if you receive it- 
with the ſame Aﬀetions from the Preſs, as you did 
appear todo from. the Pulpit, 1 have hope that it 
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may be blefjed of God to good purpoſes, by promoting 
in you theiconflantpraftice of all thoſe important Du- 
ties which ſo great'a Salvation calls for.; and 0 that 
the ſame Spirit of Life which is inthe Wheels, may 
move effettually in all your Souls, 'to.this end. | 


So prays Won: | 


Your Moſt Faithful Servant 
 1n the Bonds of the Goſpel, 

Feb. 28. . 
168-. M. Mead. 
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The Viſion of the Wheels ſeen by 
the Prophet Ezekiel, opened and applied. 
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o—FE-ekiel 10.13, 


As for the Wheels, it was cryed unto them in my 
hearing, O Wheel ! 


HE Doctrine of Divine Providence, 
though it 1s never .unſeaſonable, 
' K yetit is never ſo ſcaſonable as when 
there are ſuch loud ſpeaking Inſtances, not 
only of the truth of the Being of it, bur al- 
ſo of the Beauty and Glory of u exhibited to 
common view. 
None of all the Prophets have ſet out the 


Proyidence of God in his Wiſdom, Power, 
B SoVe- 
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Soveraignty and Super-intendency, more 
than this Prophce Ezekiel nor by more E- 
legant Emblems. Though it muſt be ſaid of 
this Prophecy (as was ſaid of Paul's Epiſtles) 
that there are 49151)z mia ſome things in them 
f hard to be underſtood, fall of obſcurity and 
I Preixr ib. difficulty 5; which made Ferom ſay, there is 
1 Zv+ 3m. 5. 1n this Book a Sca of Scripture, it1s ſo deep ; 
| anda Labyrinth. of the Myſteries of God, it 
is ſo difficult; and therefore as the reading of 
the beginning of Geneſis, and the Book of 
Canticles, was forbidden to the Jews (as the 
ſame Author ſays) ante etatem Sacerdotalem, 
till they were thirty years of Age ; ſo was 
the beginning and cnding of this Prophecy. 
There are 1n it dark Viſions, hard to be 
unfolded ; uncertain Chronologies, difficulc 
to be found: out; Myſtical Parables, hard to 
be opened ; and many XAnigmatical Hiero- 
glyphicks, nor cafily underſtood-; ſuch as 
the pourtrayed Tile, chap. 4. the removing 
the houſhold-ſtuff, chap. 1 2.the uſcleſs Vine- 
branch, chap.15. the two Eagles and a Vine, 
chap. 7. the boiling Pot, chap. 24. the dry 
Bones, chap. 37. and the like. 
| Buc 
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But among all of them, none hath more 
darkneſs and difficulty attends it than this 
of the Wheels and Cherubims; you have 
them mentioned 1m the firſt chapter, and 
again in this. They are two different Vi- 
ſions, as appears trom chap. 1. 3. compared 
with chap. 8. 3. but much to the ſame pur- 
poſe ; and therefore I ſhall have recourſe to 
both, ſo far as may ſerye my deſign ; which 
1s to open to you ſomewhat of this Viſion 
of the Wheels. 


Solomon ſays, Prov. 25. 11. A word ſpoken 


upon its Wheels, (fo the Hebrew 1228p ) 25 Gut gms, 


like Apples of Gold in pifures of Silver ; the 
meanmyg is ; A word rightly timed, 1s very 
gratctul and plcafant: fo it 1s explained in 
chap. 15.23. Aword ſpoken int due ſeaſon, how 
good is tt 2 


Lamnow to-ſpeak of the Wheels;the Lord 
make it a word upon its wheels ; that as it is 
fuitable-to the Providence that pat me upon 
it, fo.it may beifweer ro-the palate'of every 
ane that taſ{tsu. - Jo 
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The Viſton of the Wheels. 

In the whole verſe you have four parts. 

1. The Cryer. 

2. The Cry. 

3- The Object of the Cry. 
4. The Witneſs of all. 

1. The Cryer. Which though not ex- 
preſſed, yet is neceſſarily to be underſtood. 

It was cryed ; by whom? By him that fate 
upon the Throne, zerſe 1. that is, the Lord. 

2. You have the cry it ſelf. 0 whee/ / 

3- The Objc&toftheCry. To whom it 
was made ; 1t was to the Wheels. 4s for 
the wheels, it was cryed to them. 

4- Here 1s the Witneſs in whoſe preſence 
the Cry was uttered, and that was the Pro- 

Beoznei, phet. It was.cryed inmy hearing, 'I82 inmy 
ears. As for the wheels, it was cryed to them 
inmy ears, 0 wheel. 

In ſpeaking of theſe Wheels, it will be 
neceſſary to look into the whole Viſion, fo 
far at lcaſtras may give light to the thing in 
hand. 

In which Viſion you may ſec anexcellent 
Subordination of cauſes one to another, and 
all to the Supream cauſe, in the carrying = 
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The Vifion of the Wheels. 
the Government 1n the providential King> 
dom of Chriſt. 

1. You have the Supream cauſe ſet out 
by the appearance of a man upon a Throne 
above the Firmament, chap. 1.26. Above 
the Firmament was the likeneſs of a Throne, 
and upon the T hrone was the likeneſs of a man 
above uponit. The likeneſs of a man, | Who 
is this, but the Lord Chriſt in-the Perſon of 
_ the Mediator? 

zeſt. But Chriſt was not as yet come in 
tne Fleſh, Why then is he here repreſented in 
the likeneſs of a man? 

Anſ. 1. It was to pre-figure his Incarna- 
tion ; his Divine Nature being in the ful- 
neſs of time to aſſume our Fleſh into the 
Unity of his Perſon. ; 

2. It was to ſhew that the Government 
of the World was put into his hand as Me- 
diator, and that he poſlcſled the Throne of 
the World not as God only; but according 


to his humane Nature. The Government of 


the World was put into the hand of Chriſt 
from the tune of the Fall ; Sin had broken 


Chriſt 


| the Axle-tree of the whole Creation, had. NOTC Heb. x. 5. 
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Chriſt interpoſed to uphold it ; therefore it 
is ſaid, By him all things conſiſt, Col. 1. 17. 
And hence it is that God the Father calls 
him, My King, Pſal. 2. 6. He hath fet himup 
to rule, and given him an univerfal Domi- 
nion ; ſo that he that is above upon the 
Throne mn the likeneſs of a man rules all. 

2. Tho' Chriſt rules abſolutely, yet he 
doth not rule immediately ; he governs the 
World by the Agency of the Eternal Spirit. 
As Chriſt rules for God ; ſo the Spirit rules 
for Chriſt. He 1s the great Adminiſtrator 
of the Government throughout the Media- 
tory Kingdom. He ſcts all a going, there- 
fore you read in Ezek. 1. 12. Whither the 
Spirit was to go, they went ; and again, v. 20. 
Whitherſoever the Spirit was to go, they went ; 
thither was their Spirit to go. 

By the Spirit here, no other can be meant 
but the Holy Ghoſt, who is Co-eſſencial, 
and Co-equal with the Father, and the Son. 
All the Angels of God are under the com- 
mand and conduct of the Spirit Whar 
great-things have Angels done? defending, 
comforting, ' guarding the 'pcople of God ; 
deſtroying 
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deſtroying their Enemies; An Angel of the » Kings 1g. 


Lord ſmote an hundred and eighty five thouſand ** 
of the Aſſyrians in one night. It Angels cons 
tend againſt Princes, overturn Kingdoms, 
it is all done by the conduct of the Spirir, 
he hath the great hand 1n all. | 

And therefore you read in Zech. 6. 8. Of 
black horſes that go forth into the North Coun- 
trey. that 1s, for the deſtruction of Babylon ; 
and the white go forth after them; that is, for 
the redecining the people of God out of Ba- 
bylon, and both one ſort and the other are 
acted therein by the Spirit ; he ſends them * 
forth, therefore in v. 8. they are ſaid toquier 
the Spirit in this work. Behold, theſe that 
29 toward the North Countrey, have quieted my 
Spirit in the North Countrey. 

And fo it is with the Wheels, they all 
move as the Spirit of God moyes them. 
What great things did- the Judges in' Iſrael 
of old > Why all was by the Spirit of God. 
So it is ſaid of Orhniel, The Spirit of the Lord ' 
came upon him, and he went out to War, arid 
the.Lord delivered his Enemies intd his hand, - 
Judg. 3. 10. So it 15 ſaid, Fudg. 11-29: 
The 
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Judges 11. 
29. 


Plal. 76. 5. 


The Viſion of theWheels. 
The Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, 


. and he fought againſt the Children of Ammon; 


and the Lord delivered them into his hands. 
So it is ſaid of Samſon, The Spirit of the 
Lord moved him, Judg. 13. 25. This is thus 
diſtin&tly recorded 1n Scripture, that we 
may know to whom to aſcribe the Succeſſes 
of great Attempts-; not to the Courage and 
Conduct of Men, but to the Agency of the 
Spirit of God. Princes, Armics, Navies, 
are all nothing without the Spirit of God 
Act them. | 

If God diſpirits, The men of might can't find 
their hands. The ſound of a ſhaken leaf ſhall 
chaſe them, T.evit. 26. 36. And it God Spi- 
rits men, One ſhall chaſe a thouſand, and two 
put ten thouſand to flight, Deut. 32. 30. So 
that it 18 not by might, nor by power, but by 
the Spirit of the Lord, Zech. 4. 6. 

The Wheels go which way ſoever the Spirit 
goes. If you ſce the Wheel go over King- 
doms, and break down Thrones and Scep- 
ters, marvel not at the matter, for the Spi- 


Tit of God is in the Wheels ; ard that is the 


{ccond thing. F 
3. Here 
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3. Here is another Subordination of 


cauſes ;_ and that 1s the living Creatures. In 


chap. 1. 5. you read of tour living Creatures, 


every one of which had four Faces, verſe 6. 
He doth not ſay, who, or what theſe liy- 
ing Creatures are in that Viſion; bur in this 
tenth Chapter he doth. He tells you they 
are the Angels, verſe 20. The living Crea- 
tures that T ſaw, under the God of Iſrael, -----= 
I knew that they were the Cherubims ; every one 
had four faces apiece, verſe 21, The former 
Viſfion was at Chebar, this was in the Tem- 
ple. God diſcovers himſelf more in the 
Temple than at Chebar ; Viſions in Babylon 
are not ſo clear as Viſions in Sion. In his 
Temple every one ſpeaks of his Glory, Pfal. 
29. 9. | 
 Andif you look into chap. 1. 10. there 1s 
a deſcription oftheir Faces. As for the like- 
' neſs of their faces, they four had the face of a 
Man, and the face of a Lion, and the face of 


an Ox, and the face of an Eagle. The very 


ſame Faces with the four Beaſts mentioned, 
Rev. 4.7. And why are theſe four Faces 
aſcribed ro cach Angel? but that by look- 

DD. C 1ng 
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ing in their Faces we might ſee how they 
were fitted for their Services. "Theſe four 
Faces thew forth four excellent, and ſuitable 
indowments. 

Wiſdom and Prudence, Typed out by 
the face of a Man. | 

Courage and Boldneſs, by the face of 4 
Lion. 

Diligence and Induſtry, by the face of ar: 
Ox. 
Expedition and Diſpatch, by the face of an 
Eagle. 

Theſe were the likeneſs of the four Faccs 
of cach Cherubim, all which is toinftructus: 
in the prudent care, and wiſe fore-caſt.by 
which the Providence of God doth diſpoſe 
of all theſe lower events that come to paſs. 
in the World. 

The Angels are the great Miniſters of. 
Chriſt in the Government of the. World cal- 
led four here ( chap. 1. 5. ) four living Crea- 
tures ; not becauſe Chriſt uſes that number, 
and no morc, but the number relates to the 
Object, 2iz. the World, which is conſtant- 
ly divided into four parts, Eft, Weſt, Nerth,, 

. an 
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and South; and theſe are called the four 
quarters of the Earth, Rev. 20. 8. And the 
four quarters of Heaven, Jer. 4.9. 36. 

As there are four parts of the World ; fo 
the Angels are ſaid to be four, to ſhew that 
they have a care of the whole Earth. So 
Rev. 7.1. Tſaw four Angels ſtanding on the 
four corners of the Earth, holding the four winds 
of the Earth. | 

But otherwiſe God doth notuſe only four 
Angels in the conducting the Afﬀairs of the 
World, but many, yca multitudes. 2 Ming. 
6. 17. The Mountain was full of Horſes, and 
Chariots of Fire. This was nothing elſe but 
a Guard of Angels. So ye read of a multi- 
tude of the heavenly Hoſt, Luke 2.13. Nay 
all che Angels in Heaven do Miniſter 1 the 
Government of the Workd under Chriſt. 
Heb. 2. 14. Are they not all miniſftrirg Spirits, 
ſent forth to miniſter ? 

Chriſt hath lus: Angels in all quarters as 
the Devil and his Angels compals the whole 
World for evil, ſo Chriſt hath his Angels 
who.cotnpatſs it for gpod. «+; 05 

T hey are in cvery Corner and Company 

C 2 eſpecially 
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eſpecially in every Churca and Aſſembly. 
The inward part of the Temple was to be 
adorned with Cherubims, to note the ſpe- 
cial attendance of the Angels in the Afſem- 
blics of the Saints. Itis one great argument 
for a holy bchaviour, and a decency of 
dreſiing 1n our Mectings for Worſhip. You 
are in the preſence of the holy Angels. So 
the Apoſtle uſes it, 1 Cor. 11. 10. For this 
cauſe cayht the woman to have power 0n her 
head, becauſe of the Angels. Power on her 
head that 1s, a covering ( as in verſe 5.) 
which the woman 1s to wear as a f1gn ſhe 1s 
under the power of her Husband. 

The Angels of God influence all the great 
Afﬀairs of the World, and it is with a pecu- 
har reſpect to the Church of God. It Satan 
and fallen Angels haye a power to influence 
the Afﬀairs of the World tor evil, then ſurc- 
ly good Angels haye as much power as they 
to influence them for good, otherwiſe De- 
yils ſhould gain by their fall, more than ever 
they had by their ſtanding. The Scripture 
cells us what great Seryices the Angels arc 
imployed in between Chriſt and his People. 

| For 
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For this 1s the meaming of FZacob's Ladder, Gen. 28. 12. 

and the Angels aſcending and deſcending 

upon it; and fo it 1s expounded by our 

Lord himſelf, Fohn 1. 51. Hereafter ye ſhall 

ſee Heaven opened, and the Angels of God aſ- 

cending and deſcending upon the Son of Man. 

Angels inform us of the will and mind of 

God, (and are Intell;gences in this ſenſe. ) 

Who revealed to Abraham and Lot the deſign gen. 18. 20. 

of God upon Sodom ? who taught Flijab 79999" 

what to ſay to the King of Samariq his Mef- T 

ſengers ? who was it that gave Danzel skill pa: g. 22. 

and underſtanding in the Viſion of the Times? 

The Angels are ſent to teſtifie the things of 

Chriſt to the Churches, Rev. 22. 16. Again, 

chey are the Miniſters of Gods judgments 

upon the wicked. Who ſmote the Sodo- Gem. rg. rn. 

mites with blindneſs at Lot's door ? who flew 

all che Firſt-born in Zgypt? It wasan Angel 

of God, who is therefore called Hammaſche- ronwon 

hith ( Exod. 12.23.) the Deſtroyer. The 

Pſalmift with reſpe&t to this Judgment of 

God, ſays, Pſal. 78. 49. He ſent evil Angels 

among them; not Angels cyil by Nature, but 

Meſlengers of eyit: And fo the Hebrew 
| = Ma- 
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The Vifion of the Wheels. 
Malachei ragnim may be read ; and ſo fome 
of your Margents have it, Angels of evi/ 
Whodid that mighty Execution upon the 
Aſſyrian Hoſt * an hundred and eighty five 
thouſand in one night. ( That 1s more than 
over running a Nation in a Month. ) The 
Angel of the Lortl went forth and ſmote them. 
And therctore when David would have judg- 
mentdone cffectually upon his Encmies, he 
prays for Angels todoit, Pal. 35, 5, 6. Let 
the Angel of the Lord chaſe them, and let the 
Angel of the Lord perſecute them. Again, they 
intermeddlc with the Governments of the 
World, and the Aﬀairs of Kingdoms, Dan. 
10. 20. KAnoweſt thou wherefore I am come unto 
thee? and now will I return to fight with the 
Prince of Perſ1a ; and when 1 am gone forth, lo, 
the Prince of Gr&Ccia ſhall come. Who is this 


that ſpeaks to Daniel ? it 1s the Angel Ga- 


briel ? the meaning of the place 1s this, Cam- 


byjes the Perſian King dia by his crucl Edicts 


vex the Fews; and laboured: to-opprefs them 
worſe than his Predeccflors had dune. Now 
this Angel oppoſed him, and kepr ec E- 
dicts trom Exccution ; and this he calls fight- 
ing 
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ing againſt bim. And when I am gone, Io, 


the Prince of Gracia ſhall come. That 1s, I 
will go into Greece, I will ſtir up Alexander, 
and he ſball oycr-run the Kingdom.; and he 
did ſo; with an Army of tlurty thouſand 
men he Invades their Land, and- Congquers 


all the Perſian Army that was. ten. times ag Doin his 
| Army was 
600000, 


many, and ten to that, and,drove:the King 
out of his Kingdom, andithis. was done-by 
the Miniſtry of the Angel Gabriel. 

Great. 1s the power and 1influence:of An- 
gels_in the Governments of the Worldzthere- 
fore the Wheels are ſaid to follow the.mori- 
ons of the Cherubims, Ezek. 10.16. And 


no wonder the power of: Angels is ſo great,. 
and their influence ſo full, of-yirtae. and ſuc-- 


ces, when the Spirit of Chriſt acts them in- 
all, chap. 1. 20. Whitherſoever the Spirit, mas- 
to go, they went, thither was their Spirit to.go.. 
The Angels, in-all their Miniſtrations in.che. 
Afﬀairs of the World, are acted. by the Spi-- 
rit ; that 1s the third. 


4. Here is a further Subordination ;- and; 
that 1s, of the Aﬀairs of the World to.the An+. 
gels. Chriſt, who rulcs all,, ſends his Spiric, 


the 


« 
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the Spirit acts the Angels, the * ngels rule 
the World, and therctore you have in the 
next'place a Viſion of Whecls. By theſe 
Wheels the World 1s reſembled, and all che 
Afﬀairs of it. All Kingdoms and Narions, all 
Countries and Ciries, all Flaces and Pcople, 
all Actions and Afﬀeairs are intended and re- 
preſented by theſe VVheels; now theſe 
VVheels are wholly under the conduct and 
guidance of the living Creatures ; they acted 
the VVheels, therefore it 1s ſaid, chap. r. 19. 
When the living Creatures went,the wheels went 
by them ; and when the living Creatures were 
lift up from the Earth, the wheels were lifted 
up. And werſe 2. When thoſe went, theſe went ; 
and when thoſe ſtood, theſe ſtood. Now they 
which are called here the living Creatures, 
are in chap. 10.18. called the Cherubims. 
* When the Cherubims went, the wheels went by 
them'; when they flood, theſe flood ; and when 
they were lifted up, theſe lifted up themſelves 
alſo; and. the: reaſon of all 1s in the nexr 
words, for the Spirit of the living Creature is in 
them, i. e:'m the V Vheels, as 1t is twice men- 
tioned, chap.1.20,21. So that here you have | 

, a ſhoxt 
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2 ſhort view of the whole Sabordination of 
cauſes one to another,and of all to the Supream 
cauſe, in orcering all the Aﬀeairs of this lower 
VVorld. God the Father puts the Government 
of all into the hand of Chriſt. Chriſt ſubſtitutes 
the Spirit to be his Prorex, and ſends him into 
the V Vorld to manageall things. The Spirit 
acts the Angels, and they all Miniſter to him. 
The Angels act the V Vheels,. and they all are 
governed by them. 

I muſt crave leave ( the nature of the thing 
requiring 1t ) to open this part of the Viſion a 
liccle more diſtinctly concerning the VVheels ; 
and thar but intwo things. 

1. Asto the nature of them. 

2. As to what 1s aſcribed to them. And by that 
time theſe are opened, we ſhall have cauſe to 
take up the words of the Text, and cry as it 1s 
cryed there, 0 wheel! 

1. As for the nature of theſe VVheels, they 
are Viſtonal, and preſented by way of Emblem: 
The Prophet tells you, chap. 1. 1. The Heavens 
were opened, and I ſaw Viſions of God, Theſe 
VVheels were a part of thoſe Vilions,and there- 
fore not material V Vhecls,bur yet as really re- 
preſented to the Eye of the Prophet in Simali- 

D rude, 
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tude, and as ſtrongly impreſſed upon his mind in 
the image of them, as if they had been materia]. 
Now theſe Wheels being Viſtonal Wheels, there- 

- fore that which we are to look at is, what 15 repre- 
ſented, and to be. underſtood by them. And the 
repreſentation is eaſi'y known by conlidering the 
nature of the thing in Viton. viz. MWheets. 

I. will not trouble you with: the varicty: ofthe 
conjectures of others about thew. By the Wheels 
we are to underſtand this vitible VVorld, becauſe 
of the turnings and changes of all things in it. Ir is . 
vſual with the Spirit of God to reſemble the. World 
to things that are in their nature moſt murable. 
Sometimes it is reſembled ro the Moon, which is +. 
never found long in the ſame figure ; lometimes 
increaſing, ſomerimes full, then decreaſing, and 
then increaſing again ; ſuch is this World,and there- 
fore fitly reſembled ro the Moon ; as in Rev. 1 2.1. 

T ſaw a woman clothed with the Sun, and the Moon un- 
der ber feet. By the Woman here is meant the True 
Church of Chriſt, fitly ſtiled a Woman, which is 
the weaker Sex ; to ſhew the weak and low-con- 
dition of the. Church in her preſent State. A Wo- 
man, becauſe ſheis the Spouſe of:Chriſt. A-Wo- 
man,: in oppaſition -to. the Apoltate Church of 
| 5**-7- > Rome, called the great Whore, and Mother of =» 
/ This. 


: 
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"This Woman'is deſcribed by two Characters: 
1. Sne 15-{aid ro be clorh:d{ with the Sun, thar is, 


Jeius Chriſt, who is called the Sun of righteouſneſs, Mal. 42: 


Believers (of whom the Church conſiſts) are ſaid 


to have put on Chriſt, She is found in Chrift, and Gal.z. 27. 


is covered witch the Robe of his righteouſneſs, and 
{o is clothed with the Sun. 

2. She is {aid to have the Moon under her feet, bes 
caule where che power of Grace takes effectual 
hold of the Heart, it works up the afteRtions to 
Heavenly and Eternal Obje&s, and by this means 


all che things of this World ( the % #m 75s 955 )) col. 3.4: 


are dil-eſteemed and ſer light by, and this.is having 
the Moon under ber feet. | 
Sometimes the World is reſembled to the Sea ; 
Dan. 7.2. TI jaw m my Viſten by night, and behold the 
four winds of Heaven ſtrove upon the great Sea. The 
Sea here is to be taken Allegorically, for the inha= 
bited World ; for as the Sea is made up of a col- 
leftion of Waters, fo is the World of a mulcicude 
of People and Nations; and ſ{o'the 'Holy | Ghoſt 
interprets it. In Rev. 13, 1. Jobn ſays he ſaw a 
Beaſt riſe up out of the Sea, Now ſays the Holy 
Ghoſt, Rev. 17. a5. The Waters which:thou ſaweſt, 
----- are Peoples, -and” Multitudes, and Nations, "and: 


Tongues; and' chus this Janma rabba; (this 


great'Sea $3) 82) | 
D 2 here _ | 


1 
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here is to be underſtood. The World is this Sea, 
ſo called from the unſtableneſs of ir, ever unquier 
and full of commotions ; in a perpetual Flux, ir 
is always ebbing and flowing ; there is an unquiet 
principle in its (elf, never at a ſtay, therefore com- 
pared to the Sea. Here in the Text it is reſem- 
bled by Wheels, and very fuly ; for, 

x. The Whcei 15a thing ficted for motion, 1t is 
mſtrumentum <volubile, From its figure it is apr ro» 
turn and. move any way ; that Spoke that is now 
lowermoſt, is anon higheſt, and that which is gor 


Grmkil-on tO the top, ſoon.comes to the bottom again ; juſt: 


Exh. 1.16. 


Carter on 
Extk. 10» 
IZe 


ſuch is the condition of this World, it runs: conti- 
nually upon Wheels ; here is no fuch-marter as a; 
fixed, permanent tate of things. Ask the Spheres 
above, and they'lcell you the ſame, andthe Pla- 
nets, and they. will inſtru& you; they wheel about 
day by day. If the Sun comes forth in the Morn- 
ing like a Giant to run hu race, yet he goes to Bed a-- 
gain atnight. If the Moon be new at preſent, in 
a few. days ſhe grows old; and ever changing, But: 
what. need we-go to.the Heavens to learn this, 
when there is. nothing below but ſhews it ?- The- 
Earth, if it doth not run round it ſelf, (which ſome. 
affirm ). yet.every thing upon: the Stage of ir doth. 
What are the Kingdoms and Empires of the World,, 
ary < comps DE " CE 
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but ſo many Wheels turning up and down ? Thoſe 
four great Monarchies, the Babylowan, the Perſian, 
the Grecian, and the Roman, where are they > What 
is become of them ?: howdid they wheel from one 
ro another, and at laſt wheeled out of being. So 
it is with Cities, what is become of Sodom, and the 
Cities of the Plain ? Nay, what is become of 7e- 
ruſalem * She that wasonce the beauty of the whole 
Earth, and yer now laid waſte, and not one Stone: 
lefc upon another, How many of you have ſeen: 
thi City 1n 1ts beauty, and in ics aſhes all: in leſs: 
than one Week, I pray God you may never lee: 
ſuch another ſiohe ; ; bur I will cell you this, who» 
ever are run away, the burners of your City- are 
behind (till, ſo long as your Lufts remain. unre-- 
ented of, and unmortified: Nay the: Church, 
which hath a firmer Foundation than Heaven 2nd: 
Earth; yet ſhe is a Wheel too : Yolvitar, revolvitur, 
wheeled to and-again; hurrycd' here adi thers; Ls 
never long in any condition ; ſometimes proſpe 


rous, ſometimes perſecuted; . God hath ſet the one a- xect.5-144 


La ainſt the other. Now ſhe enjoys reſt. and peace ;: 


anon, O thou afflifted, and toſt with tempeſt ! One 1g. 4. 1x: 


while ſhe is in Eg ypt,. another. while in the Wik 
derneſs-;. ſometimes in Canaan,. and ſometimes: in: 
Babylon. Thus it was with the old Church ;- and: 
the 
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the Lot of the Church under the Golpel is the ſame. 
Under the Ten bloudy Perlecutions ſhe had no reſt; 
under Conſtantine the injoyed Halcy:n days, bur they 
were but few. At the opening of the ſeventh Seal there 
was ſilence in Heaven, (1. e, peace in the Church -) 
Þ Rer,8. 1, but it was but about the ſpace of half an hour ; and 
13 then the Arrian Hereſ1e brake out, and all her peace 
was buryed in that Grave. Then ariles the Beaſ? 
-1- with ſeven Heads, and ten Ferns, and power was given 
him to continue forty two months, all which time it was 
given him to make war With the Saints, I, and to over- 
"*7* come them too. £o© that all that time the Church is 
| *Rev, 12.6. in the Wildernels, andthe Witneiſes Propheſie in 
Rev 11+ 3: Sackcloth; nor is there an end of their Sufterings 
v.;; but afcer this they are killed ; and lye dead three 
11 days and an half, and then the Spirit of Life enters, 
and they. riſe again. This Ark mult be coſt up- 
on the waters, without any hope of finding a ſafe 
harbour till Chriſt comes, and the Kingdoms of 
| this World become the Kingdoms of our Lord, 
| Rer15. and of his Chriſt. It is the fame with particular 
| Perſons and Families ; how doth the Wheel turn 
Fed..x.g. FDEre? Solomon tells you, one Generation paſſes away, 
and anotbercomes, but he tells you of none thac ſtays. 
| And ſpeaking, of time, he tells you, There # a time 
| «Ed. 3.2, th.be born, anda time to die; he tells you of no time 
. tO 
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tolive, as if that were not worth the naming.Mns 
exit 1s lo near to his e rtrance, that wiiat comes be- 
tween is inconſiderable. HH: flezth as a ſhadow, an:{ Job 14 2+ 
continues not, His Birth 15a change, his D-ach 134 
change, and fo ishis waoie Life ; "thercare changes 

in his Health, well co day,{1:k to morro:w.Changes 

in bis Heigath and Honour ; now: on the top of 

the Wheel, anon at the bottom, . You have an 1n- 

ſtance of this in Haman ; how high is he advanced? 

to be the ſecond Man at Court, as if he were Lord. 
Chancellor, and anon carri2d from the Court to 

the Gibber. How high was A4.lonibezek when he : 

had Seventy Kings eating ſcraps like Dogs under 

his Table > but the Wheel turns, and he is in 

the like condition ; for {ays he, As I have done, ſo juag 4.9.” 
God hath requited me. Ir is ſo wich Eſtates ; what. 

an inſtance have we in Job ? rich beyond reckoning 

to day, and to morrow poor. toa Proverb. Fa- 

mous is the Scory of Beliſarius, that great General, 

who after great Victories, and extraordinary Ser 

vices forhiz Country, had at laſt his Eyes put ont, 

all his Eitate taken away, and he forced to beg his: 
Bread at the Gates of Rome, with, Da obulum Beliſa- - 
rio, quem. extulit virtus, cacavit nvidia ; Give one : 
half -penny to-Beliſarius whom his own Vitrue once - 
advanced,: and others Exvy hath now blinded. | O / 
how. 
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| how mutable and unſtable is this World ! 
then ſhould the ſtrong man glory in his ſtrength, 
which the next Diſeale may dry up like .a potſherd*? 
Pfal. 22.15. And why ſhould the rich man glory 
in his riches, which take themſelves Wings, and flee as 
way a5 an Eagle towards Heaven ? And why {houla (lie 
great ones of the Earth glory ia cheir Honour 2 
when as man in honour abides not, he 4s like the Beaſts 
that periſh, Plal. 49. 12. 
2. VVheels make a great noiſe, their motion is 
.obſtreperous ; ſo the Propher deſcribes them, Nah. 
Jo 5; 3» 2. The noiſe of the ratling of the wheels, and of the 
Jumping Chariots, SO 1t 1s in the motions and com- 
motions of the World, they are not without great 
noile. Great Wars make a great noiſe ; therefore 
ou read of the noiſe of the Trumpet, and the noiſe 
of War, Exod. 32.17, Every Battel of the Warriour us 
with confuſed noiſe, Iſa,g.5. Great {orrows and 
great rejoicings make a great noile. In Exya 3.13. 
| you read of the noiſe of joy, and the noiſe of weeping. 
| Great changes in Government make a great noiſe. 
"Jer. 49.21. The Earth is moved at the noiſe of their 
fall. When God is about to pull down his Ene- 
mies, and redeem his People, it is with great noiſe. 
| Exek. 37. 7. 45 I prepheſied there was a noiſe, and bes 
hold a ſhaking, and the bones came together, bone to his 
bone. 
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bore. So in Rev. 6. 1:2» when the firſt Seal was «, | Vie 
opened, and Chriſt rides upon his red Horſe, Cone 
quering, and to Conquer, it is {aid, There was4 
noiſe as of thunder, ; and when the Lord. Chriſt ſhall 
Judge the great VVhore,. and avenge the Blood, of -. 
his Saints, and bring in the new Heavens and the 
new Earth, it will make agreatnoiſe ; a great noiſe 2Pt-3-10- | 
of mouratag among her Abettors. The Kings of | 
the Earth who committed Fornication with ber, = tbe 
Merchants of the Earth ( the Eccleſiaſtical Traders 
wich Rome for Pardons, Indulgences, Diſpenſati- 
ons, Cc.) they ſhall bewail ber, and lament for: ber, 
ſaymg, Alas, alas, that great City Babylon, Rev.18. 
9, 10; 10. And the noiſe of j joy ſhall be as grear 
on theother ſide ; therefore it is ſaid, Rev. x 9.1. 
I beard agreat voice, of much people in Heaven, aying, 
Allelujah, Salvation and Glory, and Honour, and. Power 
to the Lord our God, for true and righteous are his Judge v, ». 
ments, for be hath Judged the great Whore, And wv; 6. 
1 beard as it were the Voice of a great. multitude, and as 
the oice of many waters, and as the Uaice af mighty thun- 
derings, ſayms, Alletujab, for the :Lord Gad Omnipotent 

eions, Let usbe glad, and rejoice, and give honour to 
hong far the Marriage, of. the Lamb is. come.,. , Here is 
the ngile;af the V Vheels. : 3 

3-:iIe VVheeclis an Iaſtrumear FE great varie- 


- 1112l F, ry 
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 I-— wbrdas of ſervices ; it is: many: ways'uſeful. The Cha- 
FF Euk 1,1 
tf 2.333 © riot is drawn upon wheels ; great burdens are car- 
| ried upon the wheel ; the Earth is plowed by the 
uſe of the wheel ; the Corn of old was threfhed 
Ie. 28. 28. and ground by the: help of the wheels.” Juſtice is 
executed by the ſervice of the wheel. So ſays the 
wiſe man, Proy. 20. 26. A wiſe King ſcatters the 
wicked, and brings the wheel over them : it notes the 
puniſhing of evil doers. 

Now from theſe things ic will not be difficult 
tor you to apprehend what is meant by the wheels 
in this Viſion ; Viz, all created Beings in this lower 
world ; and all inſtruments which God makes uſe 
of in the government of it ; all the Elements, Fire, 
Water, Earth, and Air ; they are ſo many wheels. 
but we are to underſtand them chiefly of Rational 
Agents ; Kings and Princes, Magiſtrates and Mini- 
ſters, Armies and Navies, Rich and Poor, Learned 
and Unlearned: Whoever God makes ule of to ſerve 
the deſrgns of his wile and holy Providence, is a 
wheel intended in the Text. "Thus much for the 
nature of the wheels, which is the firſt thing to be 
opened. 

2. As to what is aſcribed to them ; this will 
need opening as-much as the former. Now con- 

cerning theſe Wheels there are ſeveral things a- 
icribed 
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ſcribed trothem thar are of very great moment. As, 

1. Ic is faid the V Vheels are full of Eyes, chap. 
10. 12. The wheels were full of Eyes round about. This 
implieth, 

1. The Omniſcience of Chriſt, and his exact 
notice of all matters in the V VorJd ; though ma- 
ny things may be hid from us, yet there is nothing 
hid trom him. Men may dig deep to hide their counſels 
from the Lord, and ſay, Who feeth us © but there is no Ia 2g. 15, 
darkneſs, nor ſhadow of death where the workers of iniqui- 
ty may hide themſelves ; for his Eyes are upon the ways of 10> 34% 
man, and he ſees all bis goings. If we could ſuppoſe 
any thing done by man, that is unknown to God, 
why then, in that particular thing the knowledge 
of man would be ſuperior to God; he would 
know ſomething more than God knows, which is 
impoſſible ; for the Eyes of the Lord are m every place, 
 beholding theeviland:the good, Prov. xy. 3. There is -_ 
not the cloſeſt corner, nor the darkeft deep ; not the 
moft covered contrivances, nor the moſt hidden 
* project, nor» the moſt ſecrer wickedneſs, bur it is 
open-to the Eye of God, for all things are naked and 
open to the Eyes of him, with whom ve have to do, There ne. 4. rs. 
are arcanu” mperit, ſecrets-of Government, lecrets 
ofStare; \ſecrer-ofthe Hears, fectet contrivances, 
ſecter'dims.andcomiadnions: ;; but: none of them' are 
Gil E 2 ſecrets 


4 1 AQs 15.18. 
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ſecrets ro God. As nothing can be hard to an 
Omnipotent Arm, ſo nothing can be hid from an 
Omnilcicat Eye. God cannot but know all the 
Eflences, Qualities, Inclinations and Activities of 
the Creature, ſince all thoſe ſeveral Principles and 
Qualities were wrought in/them by him. Known 
unto God are all his works from the begining of the world. 
Thus the V Vheels are full of Eyes. 
2. This ſets out the care of Chriſt ; the things 
of the V Vorld are-not carryed on cco impetu, by a 
blind force ; all Events are wilely diſpoled of by 
the governing care of Providence, which hath a 
ſpecial influence in the managing of all. Things 
may ſeem to us to run! upon VVheels, (as men 
ſpeak ) to go at random, or to fall out by chance; 
but there is no ſuch thing as chance to that God 
that fore-ſees, and orders all Events. It things 
were done by chance, there could be no prediCti» 
ons of future Events, which the Scriptures infalli- 
bly fore-tell, and many of which we have ſeen 
fulfilled accordingly. All things are carried on by 
Counſel. He worketh all things according to the counſel 
of bis on will. . Thoſe motions and commotions 
in the VVorld'that tous ſeem moſt irregular and. 
confuſed, are-all ordered by God. VVhen the 
rich are madepoor,. and the honourable brought 
OF into. 
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into contempt; when Servants ride on Horle- 
back, and Princes go on foot ; when. one is pul- 
led down, and another ſetup: All things are di- 
rected by an infinite wildom, the wheels are full of 
Eyes round about. 

2. Thele VVheels are {aid to go apon their four 
fides,v.1 1.of this 10.chap. I told you before thar the 


four Wheels anſwer to the four parts of the World, Ezekr.17, 


and when it is {aid they went on the four des, 
the meaning is, that look what quarter of the 
VVorld was appointed-to them, thither they went, 
and there they moved. And then it ſhews their 
motion was conſtarit and ſerled, anſwering to the 
immutable purpoſe of him with whom there is no 


ſhadow of change, God is not as man, who is Jam 1. 17- 


fickle and inconſtant, and doth not know his own 
mind, turning from one1ide to another ; now for 
this, anon for that ; to day for pulling down, what 
yeſterday he ſer up ; ſuch murable things we are, 
actions change, affections change, and principles 
change too, bur itis not ſo with God, there is no 
altering. the courle of Providence ; no art, no 
power, no-policy, can turn him out of the way, 
his Providence is ſetled in its motion. The VVheels 


go upon their four ſides. And therefore to conficna. 


this, it is ſaid, 


3- There: 
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3- There is no going back ; ſo in erſe 11, 
They turned not as they went, but to the place whither the 
head looked they followed it, they turned not as they went. 
The Expreſſion is doubled (like Pharaoh's Dream) 
for the greater confirmation of the truth, that we 
may be {ure there are no retrograde motions in the 
courle of Providence. How can there, ſecing the 
wheels are full of Eyes roundabout * He to whom all 
future Events are in preſent view, can ſee no cauſe 
to repent. VVe ſay ( in decretis ſapientuns nulla li- 
tura ) there areno raſures in a wile mans purpoſes, 
becauſethey are the reſults of wiſdom and fore- 
thought. There can be no blots in the Copy of 
Providence, becauſe it is written by the ſtraight line 
of his unerring Counſel. Men- may ſay this arid 
that, and then eat their words ; write, and blor 
out again; do, and repent of doing before it is 
done ; undertake a march, and end it in a ſhame- 
ful retreat ; thus with man back again is the better 
way. His purpoſes are not eſtabliſhed, but the 
purpoles-of God are; therefore you read of the 
forr Chariots ( the ſame to which” theſe V Vheels 
belong) coming out from between the Mountains of Braſs, 
Zech. 6. 1. + Fo ſhew that all the Occurrences of 
Providence, are the Reſult of his immurable De- 
crees, And therefore when the VVheels go; there 

can 
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can be no returning, God is not as man, that he ſhould © 


repent, If Pharaoh will vex the people of God, and 
will be fo fool-hardy as to follow them into the 
Sea, let him never look to recurn again, till the 
Sea gives up her dead. The V Vheels returned not 
when they went to fulfil the will of God. There 
is no yea and nay with God ; as his Promiſes are all 
yea and Amen in Chriſt, ſo are his Providences. If 
God go forth againſt a Perſon, or againſt a Nati- 
on, or People, none can ſtand in his way toturn 
him back ; 1/a. 43. 13. Iwill work, and who ſhall let it ? 
the Hebrew is, Umi jeſhibenab, Who ſhall turn it back * 


Do!) 


If God will pull down, who can {upport ? If God MIW) 


will take away, (be it Honours, or Crowns, or 
Kingdoms, or Lite it ſelf ) who can hinder him ? 
If he will take away the Candleſticks, and Un- 
church a people, who can turn him back ?- Can 
power ? No ; let the Inſtruments God uſes be ne- 
ver ſo weak, yet no ſtrength can reſiſt them. Wound- 


ed men ſhall riſe up, and take the City, He chooſes the fJe5-20 
weak things of the world, to confound the things that are | car. x. 


mighty, Can policy tura him back? No ; Take *” 


counſel together, and it ſhall come to nonght, ſa. 8. xo. 
The Syrian and Ephraim, may conſpire againſt Ju- 


dah, 'and reſolve to ſer up the Sen of Tabeat over tay. s, 7; 


them, but it ſhall ner ſtand. As'no Counſel 2- 
gainlt 
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| gainſt us ſhall ſtand, it GoSbe for us; ſo no Coun- 
ſel for us can proſper if God be againſt nz Can 
Prayer turn him back ? No; though this is of 
mighty power with God ; it hath done, and can 

do great things ; yet when God hath purpoled, 

and is in the execution of his purpoſes, whea he is 
reſolved to take away, be 'it Prince or People, be 

i: the peace of a Nation, or a Church, Prayer it 

ſelf can't hinder him. Thar is an awakening word 

in fer. 14.1. Though Moles and Samuel ſtood before 

me, yet my mind could not be toward this people ; caſt thems 
Jer.14-1,2- out of my fight. Such as are for-death to death, and ſuch 
as are for the Sword to the Sword, and ſuch as are for 
Captivity to Captivity. Therefore as Solomon lays, Con 

Ecel. 7.13, ſider the work of God ; for Who can make that ſtraight, which 
he hath made crooked * Who can corre& Gods works? 

Who can alter his meaſures? Who can fave, it he 

will deftroy ? Therefore how vain is ic for men to 
diſquiet and fret themſelves with the turns of times, 

and the changes that are in the World ; it is not 

only finful, but fruitleſs; for the wiſe God ma- 

nages all things. If they be good, heeffects chem; 

if they be bad, he permits them ; bur whether they 

are good or bad, he orders and over-rulesthetn, 

' ſo that the Wheels go right on 3 They turned not 'g46 
they went. 1d ao 
| 4. The 
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4. The VVheels are ſaid to be lifted up from the. © 
Earth, and to be high and dreadful, chap. 1. 18, 19. 
This is to teach us, that Gods VViſdom is infinite 

. and unſearchable, andhis Providences-full of My- 

| Rtery. -Sometimes they move in an ordinaty, way, 
then the V Vheels move upon-the Earth. Sometimes - 
God goes out of the uſual Road, and at. in ex- 
craordinary Ways, and in unaccountable methods 
that Reaſon can't reach, nor the ſhort Line of hu- 
mane V Viſdom fathom then che VVheels are ſaid 

| to be high, andiifted up from the Earth. © Who can 
trace God in his motions, whoſe ways are far a. 
bove out of our fight ?' Clouds and darkneſs are rod val. gr. » 
about him. As Chriſt is faid to come in the Clouds ” 

athis appearance ar-laſt;-1o he doth in his Provi- 
dences at preſent. The Clouds arethe duft of bi feet, 

Nub. x. 3. and this duſt many times flies in our. * 
Eyes, and chen we difcern hin leaſt, when yethe' 
isneareſt. How lictle could Joſeph ſee what God 
was doing when he was m-the” Pic ar Dotha) leſs "YM 
'n'the Dungeon in Feypt; whethe is Yaid in Chains = 
fot a reward" of his Chaſtiry ?-HE licele dhought” 

this was + likely way, ahd' yet "it As; to fulfilhis” 


when he tart alyay from 'Obd, 4c 
Kei (A's þ 


Dream, -in-brivping tte Sun" hl M Sep! 11erf 
Stars tonight obeiſance th bim"E HE BY Jonah ink, . 
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the Whale (hoald pur him in his righe way again. 
O how high are thz Wheels above the Earth ! nay 
ſometimes they are fo high that they are dread/ul,,0.18. 
They were ſo to Jeremy, chap. 12. 1. Wherefore 
doth the way of the wicked proſper * whers fore are all they 
happy that deal very treacherouſly * They were loto 
Fob, chap. 19g. 7. Behold Try out of wrong, bit am 
not heard ; I cry aloud, but there is no judzment, FH: 
bath kindled his wrath arainſt m2, and he counts me as one 
| of bis Enemies, v. 11, Tazy were lo to Heman, 
| Pal. 88. 14, 15. Ld, wy dt thos caſt.off my Soul 2 
11 why doſt thou hide thy fate from me ? Tam afflit:d, and 
ready to die from my youth up ; white I ſuffer thy terrors 1 
am diſtrafted. The Wheels were lo high that they. 
were dreadful, they could not take the height  of- 
1 them with all their skill and reaſoaings. When 
"OR God ſhall give Eſau Mou: Szir topoſſeſs it, bur ſend 
| Jacob and his Children dywn into Egypt. When you 
ſee the Crown upoa the Head of Babylon, and ar: 
tech. 1.8. the ſame time the My-tle-trees in the bottom, When 
- +11. the Church is in trouble, and all the Earth firs till, 
and is at reſt, Whea yoa lee Chriſtian Kingdoms 
brokea with Wars an1 Tumalcs, and Heathen Na-- 
tio2s.in._ peace and quiet, Whenyoa fee the Lord” 
making the Mouatainsto tremble, , cucting off the 
Spicit of Princes, palliaz up Kingdoms by the 
SPIE OL ZA0GES, pang Up ang y 
| Roots. 
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Roots, ſure then the height of the Wheels muſt 

needs make them.dreadtul. O how dark are the 
Diſpenſarions of God, or how dark are we in the 
Myſtery of them ! If Solomon knew not the way of 

an Eagle in the Air, nor of a Serpent upon a Rock, nor of Prom 39, 
a Ship in the Sea, nor of a Man with a Maid, how can © 

we know the motions of the Wheels, when they 

are ſo high, and lifred up from the Earth 2 His 
Providences are ever righteous, but ſometimes ve- 

ry myſterious. His ways are always right, but 

ofren above our reaſon, Very Juſt, but very Se- 

cret. For we know but in part. In Iſa. 6. 1. we 1Cruzs. 
read of the Lord ſitting upon a Throne, and ir is ſaid, he 
was high and lifted up, and his Train filled the Temple. 
Here is nothing in ſight but his Train or Skirts, the 
loweſt part of the Covering, nothing of the upper 
Ocnaments ; and what doth this import, but that 
our views of God are after a poor, low and im- 
perfe&t manner, in compariſon of what he is ? 

5. There is a Wheel inthe midſt of a Wheel, 
chap. 1. 16. and v. 10. of this. chap. Their dppear- 
ance, and their work Was as it were a wheel in the middle 
of a wheel. This implies a tranſverſe motion, like 
the Circles in'a Globe, that cut'and croſs each 0- 
ther. It.is to ſhew us howcrols and contrary the 
motions of Providence are to our apprehenfions - 

PIEVE #2. and 
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and deſigns. He brings about his purpoſes by con- 
trary means. We er the Wheel a going to bring 
about ſuch a deſign, and the V Vheel in the midi(t 
of the Wheel that brings about another. 

Haman lays a Plot againſt the Jews, to cut off 
all the people of God in one day; and the King 
hiraſelf was in the Plot too ; Letters were written, 
the thing agreed on, the day fixed, the Letters 
Sealed with the Kings Seal, Poſts haſteg'd into all 
the Provinces ; and what were the Inſtructions 
given ? ( lee Eſther 1. 13. ) To kill and deſtroy all 
the Jews, both young and ol, little Children and Women, 
in one day, even the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
and to take the ſpoil of them for a prey, Butdo' bur 
read, chap. 9. 1. Now in the twelfth month, on the 
thirteenth day of the ſame, when the Kings commandment 
drew near to be put m Executim, The Wheel ſeems 
to run very {ſmoothly ; but mark the next words, 
it was turned to the contrary; and in the day that the 
Enemy thought to have power over the Jews, that the 
Jews had power over them that hated them, Here's a 

| Wheel in the midſt of a Wheel. So it was with 
| Efth. 5.14. Faman himſelf ; he prepares a Gallows Fifty Cu- 
| bits high for Mordecai, andthe ſame hour that Ha- 
© chap. 6. 4. 14 comes to Court to -have a Warrant Signed for 
his Execution, Merdecai-is adyanced into the Kings 

| Favour 
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Favour in the place of Faman, and Haman is ſent 


tro the Gallows inſtead of Mordecat. How indus ctuy. 9.10; 


ſtrious 1s Saul to lettle the Succeſſion to the Crown 
upon his own Son, and that very means doth God 
make uſe of to ſettle it upon David, 1 Chron. 
x2. 23. Theſe were the number of the junk that were 
ready armed for the War, and they came to David to He- 
bron, to turn the Kingdom of Saul to him, according to 
the word of the Lord. So it was with Adonijab, r King. 
2. 13. {houknoweſt that the Kmedom was mine, and 
that all = their faces 0n me, yo I ſhould reign ; 
howbeit the Kingdom u turned about, and is become my 
Brothers, (it was the Wheel within the Wheel that 


rurnedir, ſo ſay the next words,) for it was from the - 


Lord, Who can underſtand the intricacies of 


Providence ? He doth great things paſt finding out, Job 
9. go, Man cant find out the work of God from the 


beginning to the end, FEcclel. 3. 1x. Gods matters 


are many times very obſcure. There are treaſures 
of wiſdom,” Col. 2. 3. and they are called {o, not 


| only for their preciouſnels, bur' for their private- ©* ” 


nels too ; ſecrets of Wiſdom, whichy are donble to that 
which is, Job 11. 6. You ſee the hand withour, 
bucyon! ſee:nor the Spring thar- is within, The 
living Creatures had: hands under. theip wings, Eizek. 
I: 4 4 work eftectually,- they: have” hands ; but 
very 
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very ſecretly, their hands are wider their wings. What 
a ſtrange wheeling about was that, when Ten 

Tribes at once deſerted Rehoboan their Lawtul 
Prince, and fell to Jer2b54n? wis not thi; Rebel- 
lion, and Treaſon ?4t would appear fo while che 
Eye is upon the Wheel without ; bur pray mind 
the Wheel that is within the Wheel. 1 King. 
11.31. [will rend the Kingdom out of Solomon's 
hand, and T will give Ten Tribes to thee. The work- 
ing. of this inyyard Wheel is ſeen many ways. 
V Vhen God ſhall make ſuch impreſſions upon the 
Spirits of Men, as ſhall have their Effe& in their 
utter ruin ; is not this from the Wheel within 2? 
One of the Midianites Souldiers dream'd a Dream, 
that a Barley-cake tumbled, and (mote one of their 
Fudg.7.13. Tents and beat it down, Jude. 7. 13. His Fel- 
low interprets this Dream to be the Sword of Gi- 

deon prevailing over Midian, -v. 14. And whata, 
ſtrange impreſſion doth this make ? in the terror 

'-2t- of which the whole Hbſt ran and cry'd, and *fled; and 

r. 22. every mans Sword was againſt bis Fellow. Again, 

' when the Spirits of the ſame Perſons ſhall becurn- 

ed contrary ways in one and the {ame deſign, that 

they ſhall be like the Tide, now running in, and 

anon running out again as faſt ; is not this from 

the Wheel within 2- At one time the men of She- 

chem 
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chem raake Abimelech King. Well, and don't they Judg 9-5. 
ſtick rohim now ? elpecially being their bone and. 2. 
their fleſh. No, foi he had not reigned above three». 23: 
years;buc the ſame hands that Crowned him, ſought 
to Depole him. It ſhould feem he was a cruel" 3: 
man, and had a hand in his Brethrens Blood, tos. 5: 
make his own way to the Throne; and therefore 
- the righteous God would not ſuffer him to injoy it © - 
long ; that the wickedneſs of. his Brothers Blood *- 5 
might be rendered to him. Here is a Wheel with- 
in, guiding the Wheel withont ; God carries on ' 
his defigns by intricate 'motions. 

6. The Wheels are ſomerimes at a ſtop, -they 
ſtand ſtil], . So you read, v.18. of this 10. chap. 
When the Cherubims ſtood, the Wheels ſtood. © This 
ſometimes is really ſo. God ſuſpends' the ordina- 
ry operation of the Creatures, The Lions mouths 
are ſhut ſo long as Dante is in the Den. The Fire Dan. s. 22. 
hath no power upon the three Martyrs. God can as. z. 25. 
ſlop the motions of all ſecond caules as he pleaſes. 
The Sun ſtands'ſtill upon Gibeon, and the Moor in-Jot. 1. 
the Valley of 4jalon,' if God will have it ſo. The** 7 
Seadivides;and-the Waters ſtand as'a Wall to Fence 
out a paſlage: for 1/razl, God can-put”a ſtand ts 
the greateſt Wheels. When Rehoboam had loſtthe 
Ten Tribes; he railes a great Army. of an hundred 
and 
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r King, 12. and eighty thouland picked men, to fetch back the 
2 Kingdom to him again from Feroboam. ; for you 
muſt know that the people being gricvouſly op- 
preſſed and inflaved, and their Rights and Privi- 
rn taken from them, they lend for jc1059am out 
of a Forreign Country to come and help them to 
recover their Rights from their new s Uſurs 
pation ; and he having ſtuck faithfully co them, 
Ten Tribes of Twelve chule him for their King, 
and this great Army is raiſed to fetch back the 
Kingdom again. Now fee what a ſtand God 
y. 24 puts to that Army, V. 24. Thus ſaith the Lord, ye 
ſhall not fight againſt your Brethren, return every man 
to his habitation. Thus God puts a ſtop to that 
Wheel ; and have our Eyes ſeen nothing of this ? 
How have the Prieſts and Jeſuits been of late con- 
triving to root out the Religion and Worſhip of 
Chriſt in this Nation, one wr.ile by ſecret Plots, 
another while by an inſraring Liberty, and what 
2 merciful ſtop hath God put to them > And as 
the Wheels do ſometimes ty ſtand, ſo ſome- 
times though they do not ſtand, yet to us they 
ſeem as if they did, and this is from'a Sentence of 
death that God uſually puts upon a rag 4 before 
it is accompliſhed, Abraham begs a God 
promiles he ſhall have his deſire; but wigs Bm 
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; * ®waits and hopes, and yet no Son, till his Body was 


> 


now dead, and Sarah paſt Child-bearing ; for it 


ceaſed to bewith her after the manner of women. How pum 


do the 'Wheels ſeem to be ar a ſtand? T/rael in E- 
2ypt cries for deliverance, God promiles the thing, 
and ſends Moſes toeffect it ; but inſtead of being 


, « , 5 | ; 
delivered, their Bondage is increaſed, and their £x4 


Task doubled. The Wheels ſeem to ſtand. So 
when in Babylon, the Church cries for a redempti- 
on, God promiles to redeem them, but firſt they 
mult be as dead and dry Bones, and paſt hope. 
Bebold they ſay, Our bones are dryed, our hope is loſt, we 
are cut off for our parts, Exek. 37.11. O what a 
/ Rand Is here 1! Can [ heſe dry bones live 2 

7. The Wheels are ſaid to have all one likenels, 
chap. x.16. and chap. xo. 10. They four bad one like- 
neſs. Likeneſs 1a colour and appearance. Their 
appearance was like the colour of a Beryl, chap. 1. 1 6. 
Likenels in {cituation, nongehigher than other : 
Likenels in dimenſion, non@greater or leſſer than 
other. There was no manner of difference, 
the four had one likeneſs. This teachech us that there 
are the ſame diſpenſations of Providence in all 
times, and all places, alike Changes and Viciſli- 
tudes every where. All things come alike to all, 
Ecclel. 9. 2. The thmg that hath been, is that whic|: 


& 
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ſhall be, and that which # done, #s that which ſhall b 

done,and there is no new thing under the Sun, Eccleſ.1.9. 

All times have their turns, and all places their þ 

changes, as well one as another. Are men of low 

degree vanity, and men of bigh degree a lie * fo they 

were always. Are there wicked Rulers, wicked Ct 
4 


Magiſtrates and Judges ? it wasthe ſame in Ages 
paſt, [ ſaw the wicked buried, who had come and gone | 
from the place of the Holy, Ecclel, $. 10. i.e. the *Þþ 
Seat of Judgment, called the place of the Holy, |; 
becauſe God is in a ſpecial manner preſent there. {F' 
He judges among the Gods, Pſal. 82. 1. Do ye fee 
the violent perverting of Juſtice and Judgment ? 
it was ſo of old,Fecleſ.5.8. and it is ſo inall plac 
That which befalſs one Nation befalls another ; 
in all parts of the World the Wheels are the ſame, 
they four had one likeneſs ; alike in deſign, all move 
roaccompliſh the purpoſes of God ; alike in end, 
all move to promoteghe glory of God. 

8. The V VheelsMe upon the Earth, Ezek.1. 195. 
As I beheld the living Creatures, behold one wheel upon 
the Earth by the living Creatures, He mentions but 
one VVheel, becauſe he that ſaw one ſaw all, by 
reaſon of their likeneſs, for they were all as one. 
But how could the VVheel be ſeen on the Earth, 
when the Prophet {aw-the Viſton in Heaven ? 

I. As 


The Viſten of the Wheels. 
1. Asthe VYheels were not Material Wheels, 


but Viſional ; f&*this Earth was not the Material 
Earth, but Earthin a Viſton ; and ſo it was not 


the Earth beneath, but an Earth above. The wheel 


Was upon the Earth, but that Earch was in Heaven. 
So that this Earth was in repreſentation only, as it 
is in Land-skips, where you have things in repre- 
ſentation, bur not in reality. There are Rivers, 
and Earth, and Trees in view, but not in verity, 
2. The Wheels are ſaid to be ſeenon the Earth, 
and not in Heaven, to intimate to us he difference 
between this State and that. This is a State of 
changes, but that State i5 unchangeable; the Wheels 
are on Earth, there are none in Heaven. As there 
are no changes in God, I am the Lord, I change not, 
Mal. 3. 6. So there are no changes in the glory 
that reſults from his preſence. All things in that 
State are durable and permanent. The things of* 
the other world admit of no change, neither in 
Hell, nor in Heaven, This is the place of changes 
which is one diflerence our Lord Chriſt puts be- 
rween treaſures on Earth,and treaſures in Heaven ; 
choſe are ſubject to the moth, the ruſt, and the thief, 
but theſe are not, Mat. 6. 19, 20, And therefore 


»he counſellerh us not to lay up treaſure on Earth, but 
Ty it up in Heaven, becauſe there are no changes in 
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Heaven; on Earth there are, for the Wheel is ſeen 
upon the Earch.. In. Heaven where all graces are 
perfect, there all our comforts are conſtanr, But 
here, where all our duties are mixed with infirmi- 
ties, no. wonder if all our comforts have their al- 
lays. Our beſt Wine taſts of the Lees, and yet: 
our Cup is often empty of that too, Our Lord 
Chriſt once turned water into wine, but he often 
turns wine into water in the experience of every 
Chriſtian. In Heaven our Mercies are both ſweet 
and conſtant, but here though they are [weet, they. 
are not conſtant. In Heaven the Sun of righte- 
oufnels ſhall ſhine and never be clouded ; when it. 
once riſes it never {ets again, and therefore there is 
"no night there ; but here the Sun ariſes, and makes 
day in our Soul ; and anon ſets in a Cloud, and 
leaves us in dukes. In Abrahani's Viſion, there 
was a ſmoaking Furnace, as well as a burning Lamp, 


Gen. x5. 17. In the ſmoaking Furnace there is a 


prediction of ſore Sufferings, in the burning Lamp 
there 15a proſpect of certain Redemption. The 
darkneſs of the Smoak pre-figures the captived State 
of the Church ; the Light of the Lamp ſhews thar 
God would be a Light to them in that darkneſs, 
and deliver them out of it. The Furnace is no trou-, 
ble unleſs it ſnzoak ; the Lamp is no comfort unleſs 
it 


, 
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it be lighted ; ſo that a /moaking Furnace notes great 
affliction, and a burning Lamp, a great Redemption. 
It is the wiſdom of God to preportion our out- 
ward condition toour inward diſpoſition, which. 
is. mixed and checquer'd. There are two Armies 


in the Shulamite. The Believer is not all Spirit, there Cam. 6-13: .. 
” 15 ſome Fleſhremaining, ſome lin to exerciſe and | 


humble him, ſome grace to ſupport and comfort 
him. In Heaven, where there isno ſin, there is no 
trouble; in Hell, where there is no grace, there is 
no comfort ; but here on Earth, where the State 
of the Saints is a mixture of grace and ſin, here 
their condition is a mixture of comfort and ſor- 
row. . The wheels ave ſeen upon the Earth, 

9. The Wheels are acted by the living Crea- 
tures, Ezek. 1: 19. When the living Creatures went, the 
Wheels went by them, and When the living Creatures were 


lift up fromthe Earth, the Wheels were lift up. Verle 21. 


IVhen they went theſe went, and when they ſtood theſe 
ſtood, and when they were lifted up from the: Earth, the 


Wheels were lifted up over againſt them. And you have - 


it again, chap. 10. 16, 47. When the Cherubims went, 


the Wheels went by them 3 and When the Cherubims lifted | 
up their wings, to. mount up from the Earth, the Wheels | 


turned not from beſide them. When they ſtood, theſe ſtood ; 


and when they were lifted up, theſe lifted up themſelves * 


0s 
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alſo. The living Creatures in the firſt Chapter, are 
the Cherubims in this, and they are the Angels that 
are intended by both. And that which is the de- 
ſign of the Holy Ghoſt in theſe expreſſions, again 
and again repeated, 1s to confirm this -truth, that 
all interior cauſes are a&ted and governed by caules 
ſuperior. No Creature moyes below, without a 
guide above. When the Cherubims went, the Wheels 
went. The Angels have a great hand in the Go- 
veriment of the World; they ſtand next to the . 
Spirit of God in the Adminiſtration of all things 
here below. There is nothing falls out in the 
World but the Angels have a hand in it. The 
Wheels do in all things follow the motions of the 
Angels. And therefore if we will have any more 
diſtin& account of the motions of the Wheels, we 
mult then obſerve the motions of the Angels. And 


concerning them, here are three things to be re- 
marked. 


x. Their going. 
2. Their being lifted up. 
3. Their retutning., 


I. Their going. It is ſaid they went ; and 
this going of theirs hath two circumſtances not to 


be paſſed by. 


1. They 
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1. They went ſtraight forward. 
2. They ran. | 
1. They went ſtraight forward. Here is go- 
ing, and going forward, and:\gdv12 ſiraight forward. 
They went, | there was no ceſſation. They went 
forward, | there was no interruption. They went 
ftraight forward, | without diverſion. Had they 
looked back, that had denoted uawillingneſs. Had 
they turned aſide, that had ſpoke out frowardaels. 
Had they given over before they had compleated 


their courſe, that had argued wearineſs ; therefore - 


they went ſtraight forward. And this carriage of the 
Angels is inſtructive in three duties. 

r-  Tobe cloſe and diligent in the Lords work. 
Ir is the rule God gives us, Eccleſ. 9. 10. Whatſos 
ever thy hand frideth to do, do it with thy might. If we 


would ſerve the Lord, we muſt nor be ſlothful in, 
buſmeſs, but fervent m Spirit. As Elias was, Hle pray- 1. 
ed earneſtly ; he prayed in Prayer, ſo the Greek, Jam 5. 17. 


Tezod,y Tegomgalo. It implies a fervent and ear- 
neſt wreſtling of Spirit,which ſhould be in Prayer, 
and ſo explains that #now #epyyuiry in the former 
verſe. And it may carry in it two things, either 
the Symphony. of the Heart and Lip, or the ear- 
neſtneſs of Faith and Hope. 

1. It may note the agreement -between the 


Tongue 


OM. I2, 
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Tongue and the Heart ; the Heart prayed, and 

the Tongue-prayed ; and chat is right praying in 
Prayer. - Or, | 

2. It may note theGarneſtneſs of Faith ; and fo 

we render it, He prayed earneſtly. Nothing paſſes 

for duty with-God, if it be not done with intenſe- 

neſs of mind.-'-It wedraw nigh to God with our 

| Lips, and not with our Hearts, we let our ſelves 

{ ' Mat. 15:8. ſo Much the farther from him, by our drawing 

nigh to him. Duty muſt be done with earneft- 

nels. You have motives to this both from with- 

out and within ; both from below and from: above. 

1. From without. How induſtrious are wick- 

ed men in the ſervice of fin, making proviſion for the 

Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof. And ſhall they take 

more painsto damn their Souls, than we do to ſave 

ours ? and make more haſte 'to the place of ven- 

 geance, thari we to a Crown of righteouſnels ? Ic 

is bad to take-pattern'by the Sinners wickednels, 

but it-is good to follow the example of his dili- 

gence. So Ariſtotle did the earlyinduſtry of the Smith 

in his Forge, to rouze him up to the Study of Phy- 

loſophy. | | 

2. You have motives from within. How ative 

is in-dwelling Sin in the Heart ? 'what vigorous 

Efforts doth-it make to fer up'its Dominion within, 

<LDf25 tO 
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to gratifie every Luſt, to ſpoil every Duty,to root out 
the habics of Grace, to quench all the motions" of the 
Spirit. One while it works by fraud and ſubtiky, ano- 
cher. while by force and/power. Now it-is deceiving,a- 


Is 067" EIS Ag, AO. _ 


nother while warring;but'it is always luſting.The fleſh Gal. 5: 


luſteth againſt the ſpirit ; *miSoue7 : It is not ſaid, it hath 
hifted, . or it will luſt, but it doth luſt. Ic is ſpoken in 
the preleat Tenſe, to denote the continuedneſs of its 
ating. Nothing acts ſo continually againſt us as cor- 
rupt Nature. Satan is not always tempting, the world 
is not always in{naring, but the Fleſh is always reſiſting 
che Spiric. And ſhall the Juſts of the Fleſh domore to 
betray us,than the graces of the Spirit ſhall to preſerve 
us? Shall che Fleſh luſt againſt the Spirit, to interrupt 
che reign of Grace ?and ſhall notthe Spirit luſt againſt 
the Fleſh, to deſtroy the power of Sin z 

. You have motives from beneath. How reſtleſs 
are the Infernal Spirics againſt your Sonls? andſhould 
not this awaken us out of our finful {lumbers, and 
quicken us to Duty ? the. Apoſtle propoſes: for that 
end, 1 Pet. 5.8. Be ſober, be vigilant, becauſe you adver- 
fary the Devil goes abaut: as a'roarmng 'Lion, 'feekinigewhom he 
may devour. Shall we {leep, when our Enemy: never 
fleeps 2..Is the Soul worth- the: Devils induſtry +6-des 
fray ic? :and ir cot worth our diligence - es: Renre 


at's O. give diligence to;make Jour calling ad elettion vurec 25 2 Pet.1.1 


4. Yowhave motives. from aboye. Thegood An4 | 


il 4.18; 


- accompliſh. 


The Viſion of the Wheels, 


gels of God, O how ative are they. in all their Mini- 
 ftrations ; therefore called flames of fre, P/al., 104. 4+ 


becauſe of their agility and fervency in fulfilling the 
commands of God. And Seraphims, becauſe of their 


| burning Zeal in the doing his will ; and in chis- uſt of 


Ezek. 70.14. it is (aid, The appearance of the living Creatures 
was like burning coals of fire, tull of Zeal for God. Now 
we ought to, make them our pattern, For when the Che- 
rubims went, the. wheels went by them ; and when the .Chern- 
bims lified up their wings to mount up from the Earth, the 
wheels turned nat from beſide them, Every Chriſtian ſhould 
be ated with Zeal for God, eſpecially Magiſtrates 
and men in Authoricy. The Sword of Juſtice will - 
do right Execution, if Zeal be nor the edge of it. 
was Saul's Sin that he ſpared 4gag, and Samuel Glory 
that he hewed. him in pieces in his Zeal for God. Ir is 
mentioned as 4/a his Honour that he removed his Mlo- 
cher from_being Queen, becauſe ſhe was an Idolater, 
and not only abdicated her from the Government, buc 
he brake her Idol in pieces, and burt ir, 2 Chron. 
$1 6. | 
iT 2. Another Dury this carriage of the dab nk 
us, is to-mind our way, and have ocalum ad os] our 
Eye'to the mark. They turned net when: they.wekt 
looked net this way or chat, but ſtrai holy. 
t _ was their appoumgdli workC) 'As 


bil. 3. 14. 7 prefs toward:Uhe g's 


the Agolile 
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Of all chings be ſure to mind this, co have an Eye t6 
ſpecial Duty, this is going ſtraight forward, 
2. This carriage of the Angels iaſtruQts us to per- 
ſevere in the ways of God, without being weary. The 
Cherubims went ſtraight forward, and turned not when they ctup. if 
went; and ſhall not the Wheels do fo too ? Shall we | 
begin in the Spirit and end in the Fleſh? It is an Egyptian Gat. 
temper, though found in an 1ſraelite, that js for mak- Numb. 
ing a Captain, and returning back. Noman having put -_ | 
his haudto the Plow, and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom Wi 
of God. Te did run Well, who hindred you? Gal, 5, 7. To 4 
flag and faint in Gods work is very mnangilicel and 
ought not to be, for the wheels turned nit from beſide the 
) Cherubims ; and their motion was ſtraight forward. 
2. There is another circumſtance in their motion, 
and that is che ſpeed of ic ; chey ran, chop. x. 1.4. The 
living Creatures ran ----— 4s the appearance of a flaſh of light- 
ning, which notes their great ſpeed and {wiftneſs in 
doingthe will of God;and therefore they are deſcribed 
with Wings, Ezek. 1.6. Every one had for wings, Whidi | 
are aſcribed: tothem to expreſs the agility of thett na- © 
cures, and the fwiftneſs of their motion ini the Execo- 
tioa of their ve In Dan: 9. _— ſaid, Gabriet © 
cane fling to bim-fwiftly. No Creature {wifter tharr af 
l. ; Pie” be ee on rink are yes 
ry fiſt 5. Pot riding, 2 Stap filling, arfary E: 
hafting to. theproy; each Briſtet *thark *otficr;"" 


te Jod 9. 
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yet there are {wifter motions than theſe ; a Bullet ſhot 
from a Gun, is much ſwifter ; ic flies at he rate of an 
hundred and eighty miles ia an hour ; bur yet the mo- 
tion- of the Sun ts much (wifter than - Tal which moves 
aboye a. Million of Miles every hour, as ſome tell us. 
The Scars -move far [wifter than the Sun ; bur the 
motion of ani Angel is ſwifter than all.O how ſpeed 

are. the Angels'to execute the will of God ! The living 
1 ang And this fhews us whatour Dury is, viz; 
+ Tolabout that the-will 'of God may be done on Ea br! by 
us, 45.it #done m Heaven by Angels. The wheels muſt 
got turn;from beſide the Cherabms. O how expedite 
and.ſpeedy in-the ſervice of God ought we to be! So 
was David, Pal Jal{\11 9. 60. I made haſte, and delayed not to 
keep thy C Haw ae ing Haſty purpoſes are uſually clog- 

ed with ſlpw pertormances, bur it ts-not fo wit! Das 
Vid, he is as ſpeedy in his diſpatches, as he is haſty in 
his purpoſes. Many ſtand reaſoning with God, inflead 
| of running, debate the caſe, when they ſhould: obey the 
| call. Not like Zacheus,who no ſooner hears the call of 
hea: s, Chriſt, Make haſte, and.come down ; but be made: haſte,. and 
| came. down, and received bim joyfully. So the Apoltte Paul, 

\Þz.26. Iomnediately F conferred-not with Fleſh and Blood. A ready: 
obedience. is:a good. proot of the-power and yircye: ob 
Grace iathe Heart, and'renders, the-Dut yihighly:ac« 
to God. Pharach let Iſrael go:zrleoges but ic 
| warwithmuch ado 4. he, Wa: grced: "tp. iwhis-o#: 
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defence, :rd therefore rothar.ks to him though he djd 
ir. It argres a pewerlul infirence 6f the quickenir 
Spirit, when the Seul is in the ways of God like the Chee <q 
rots cf Arminadab, when its rotions are ſwift and 
ſpeedy, then the wheels keep pace withthe Angels, 
for the irving Creatures ren. Ard that'is the firſt thing 
notable in the Angels: motion, Tix. their gong. 

2. They are lifted up. -The living Creatures were lifted 
wp from the Farth, Exck.n. 1g. and "hip. £0.17. Thee 
Expreſſion may. be tzken either in an 1 aQtive, or a paf- 
_ Senle.. 

. Take it: actively, the living Croirurea lift up 

On Toes from the Earth, and the wheels lifted 
themſelves alſo,” and then it imports theit” do 
toHeaven for direRion and afbſtance.- Se do-tie- An 
gels, and {o:do the wheels, to teach us that there-is no 
moving right in the work: 'of God, without dire&ion 
and affiſtance from God ; therefore lays David,To. thee, 
0 Lord,do F lift up my Seul,Pſal.. 25.1. 46. He looked to: 
Ged for counſel and ſupport. In all Aﬀairs when it - 
hands are lifted up ro work; our Hearts muſt be: me TP 5-1 
up to God,eſpecially for three things; iz, dire&tion;.- |: - 
aſſiſtance, and fucceſs:-- : Wiſdom: roipuide. theandert 
taking, help to perfect the pure andiſiiceeſs46 
crovn the fervice. T A\ nilgi:: 5 een £212) KD 
12.+If-the Expreſſion hiv ak in! ve: ſenſed 
chon-chis lifting-up ;14mportsia RES: .. 
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cing the Creatures in a more than ordinary manner, to 
ficthem far ſome Eminent Service. In Scripture phraſe 
lifting up in work, notes a great power in working, a 
new ſtrengch for lome ſignal Service, Ir is (aid of Fe- 
hoſhaphat, That hi beart was lifted up in the ways of the 
Lord, 2 Chron. 1 7:6: 4. e. He was carried above all diſ- 
couragements and difhculties ; and made ſtrong, and 
valiant for God, and his work, Sometimes the Angels 
are-lifred up, by a greater meaſure of power from 
Gad than qrdinary,and then other inſtruments arelifc- 
ed up ſuitably, the wheels are lifted up too; for the 
ſarne Spirit that afts the living Creatures afts the wheels alſo, 
This.teaches us that God doth ſometimes Spirit ſecond 
Caunſes'in anunwonted manner, and*elevates them a- 
boyethemlſelyes, that they are carried out to act be- 
yond their own ſtrength and skill. So it was with Das 
yid's Worthies ; of one of whom it is ſaid, He lifted up 
his Spear againſt eight hundred, whom he flew at one time, 
2. $an.2 3.8. And ſo it was with David himſelf ; How 
game heto make ſuch an ealy Conquelt firſt over the 

| -.: Lian, and the Bear, and thenover that mighty Goli- 

js Sw 17: tb of the Philiſtines > Why ic was not done by hisown 

Rrengths no, for ic ſeems he was but young for years, 

and a lighttimber'd man for make; and therefore 

Saul calls him a ſtripling, x Sam. 17:56. And whit is 

the Rripling 4o the Philtre? bur ic was done by him 

as-hfbed up ok God. This Davidowns in1 1 San. 17.45: 
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Thou comeſt to me with Sword mid Spear, and Shield, but. ] 
come to thee in the name of the Lord of Hoſts. It was Sa- 
 muel's anointing him, that Oiled-the wheels for this ſer- 
vice, and lifred him up.to do great things, x Sam. 
x6. 13. Samuel took the Horn of Oyl, - and anointed bim, 
and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day for- 
ward. Thus the Wheels are lifted up, 

There is a notable prornife, referring co this, in 
Zech. 12. 8. He thatis feeble among them ſhall be as Da- 
vid, and the Houſe of David as the Angel of the Lord, The 
meaning of it is,that whenthe Lords time to ſave and 
deliver his Church comes, he will fo raiſe and Spirit *: 7* 
me for the work, that they who before were feeble 
i: ſtrength,and feeble in courage,ſhould becomelike 
Pavid ; as tout of Heart,as expert in War, as ready to 
take the Lion by the Beard as-he, and to look the : $an. : 
greateſt Goliath in the Face, And when, the feeble ſhall ** 
thus be as David, what ſhall the Houle of David be 2 


ofthe [rving X 


x 


Ceenture in the wheels, and this lifts —_— And where- 
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che Lord bur lifc up ſo.ne Zerubbabel to ſet on foot 
Temple-work,and nothing {hall hinder ; what though 
there be (as there was) a Samaritan Faftion at home, 
and that back'd with a Forreiga Contederacy with the 
Perſian Court? ( juſt as if Jeſuitical deſigns among us, 
had been ſtrengthened wich powerful Leagues a- 
broad, and all 'to hinder Temple-work, and root out 
Religion; ) If God doth but i: up a wheel, that over- 
rucineth all, and cruſhes down the very Mountains, 
though never {o great,to the meanneſs of the Valleys. 


We. 4-7. Who art thou, O great Mountain? Here's a challenge to all 


the powers of the Earth, to Sanballat and his Confede- 
rates then, to all Oppoſers now. Prieſts and Jeſuits, 
Popes and Princes, Armies and Navies, Babylon and Sa- 
tan, what-ever ſtands in the way of Zerubbabel, ( the 
Lords Servant, ingaged in his work ) ſhall become a 
plain. If they are all put together, the wheels, when lift- 
ed up, will cruſh chem. Whac mighty Victories did he 
that ſate upon the white Horſe obrain, wichout any 0- 
ther weapo®#than his Bow in his hand ? Rev. 6. 2. 
What great things did the Apoſtles do in the infancy 
of the Golpel ? Lord even the Devils are fubjeft to us 
through thy name, Luke 10.1 7. Who would have thought 
that by Hus a Goole, and Luther a Swan, fuch ſtrange 
things ſhould be done in Bohemia and Germany ? The 
Wheels were lifted up. o 
© © 3. There isthe returnof the living Creatures. So 
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At is ſaid, Exek. 1:1 4. The living creatures ran and retur- 
ed;but this ſeemsto contradidt the gth and 1 2th verſes, 
for there it is ſaid; They turne not when they went. Buc 
this receivesan eaf ie ſolutiov. They turned not from 
going and doing the work appointed them ;but when 
that work was done, then they returned. They curned 
not from executing their Commiſſion, bur then they 
recurned to receive new In{tru&tions. They: went not 
back from the work, till they had finiſhed what was 
begun ; and then chey returned,both to give an account 
of their work,and to watch and wait tor anew charge, 
And hence hey are called Watchers, Dan: 4.1, Z- Behold 
a Watcher, and an holy one, and cv. 1 7. This matter is by the 
decree of the Watchers. They watch for Gods Orders to 
execute them for the Churches good and this teaches 
us- two things. 

- Thar God will have an accourit of all the work 
he bach given us to do. As the Angels return,ſo do the 
wheels. Every one of us muſt give an account of himſelf to 
God, Rom.x 4.1 2.There are none of us but have ſome- 
what or other to account to God for, Some have more, 
ſome leſs; ſome have five Talents, ſome two, ſome war. 
but one ; but there is ſome traſt committed to all;and 
noman moſt think to rut, and never to return, The Luke 
motion of every wheel muſt be accounted for ro God, 
though they are the' greateſt wheels on the \Earth*- 
| Kings and Princes as well as others. Soils lay Gey a are: 
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not ac — to any On Earth, | ar ſure they are to 
the God of Heaven. 1 ſaw the dead \ ſmall and great, ſtand 
before God,and the Books were opened,------ and the dead were 
judged out of thoſe things which were Written m the Books, ac- 
cording t6 their works, Rev.20, 12. they ran, and retoad. 
2. Weare caught hereby never to be weary of the 
work God ſets us to do ; one duty ſhould fic us for 
another : L et us not be weary of well doing, Gal. 6. 9. 
"Thus by the Wheels being, ated by the Cheru- 
| birs, we learn whata perfect harmony there is a- 
|  mMong all ſecond Caules in their dependance upon, 
Aon tothe wile and holy God. 
'Here is another thing, aſcribed to theſe 
Wheels and that is, the influencing virtue of the 
fame ſpiric which adted the living creatures, Exek. 1. 
#. 20. The ſpirit of the living creature was in the Wheels. 

The Queſtion is, What Spirit 1s this ? 

I ſhall not trouble you with any other ſenſe than 
that which I take tobe the ſenſe of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and that is, that bythe Spirit here, is meant the Di- 

. vine Spirit, the. Eternal Spirit of God : the ſame 
Spiric that aCts the living creatures, as the Wheels 

1n alſo; which in chap. 10. 17. is called the Spirit of Life ; 
NI and this is that Spirit which guided ; all their motions ; 
| - therefore it is ſaid, Ezek, 1. 1 2. Whither the Spirit mas t9 
90, they went. There 3 1s not an Angel i in Heaven, aot 


a Wheel upon Earth, but are all ated and governed 
by the ſame Spirit. 
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' As the Spirit was concerned in. the framing of the 
Wheels; ſo he is in the motions of them : as he was: 
in the creating of all things; ſo heis in all their ope- 
rations : therefore when the black Horſes go forth-into 
the North Country, and the white go after them, they are 
ſaid to have quieted the Spirit, Zech. 6.6, 8. that is, in 
having executed his pleaſure. | 
By the North Country, Babylon is intended, which 
lay Northward from Judea ; the black Horſes are Mi- 
niſters of Gods vengeance, ſent to execute his wrath 
upon Babylon ; the white Horſes are the Miniſters of his 
pity and compaſſion to his oppreſſed people, in bring- 
ing ther our of Babylon ; and till this is ona 
the Spirit is not at reſt. In Rev. 5. 6. it is ſaid, There 
ſtood a Lamb, as it had been ſlain, having ſeven hons, and 
ſeven eyes, which are the ſeven Spirits of God, ſent forth mts 
all the Farth. 1t is the Spirit of,Chriſt which is thus 
deſcribed by ſeven, (a number of perfection) to ſer gut 
the variety and perfection of his operations. The {e- 
ven Spirits are faid to be ſent forth into all the Earth;that 
is, to manage the affairs of the world witha peculiar 
reſpe&tto the Church.” His being ſent forth, notes a 
grear truft repofed in him, anda preat work commit- 
re&ro him! by Chriſt, with reſpect ta bis Peopleinthe + 
world ; 4rd ir jFjh purſuance of this truſt rac he acts 
alt rhe Wheels,” ati; mnang s matters for the deſtroy 
Ction of the Ptierhles of 6% GY, rch,and their redemp». 
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tion: therefore it is ſaid, When the Enemy ſhall come mlike 
a floud, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up a Standard againſt 
him, Iſa. 59. 19. - How ſhould the conſideration of 
this truth ſtay and quiet our minds under all Turns 
and Changes! We are apt to fret and murmure ac 
the motions of the Wheels, when they croſs our hopes 
and intereſts ; but if the Spirit of God be in the Wheels, 
and acts tkem according to his own pleaſure, then all 
our impatience is groundlels and {inful, 

Laſtly ; Theſe Wheels are under the direCtion of a 
voice: as there are eyes round about them to guide 
them in their way, {ſo there is a voice above th2m to 
command their motions. As for the Wreels, it was cryed 
to them, O Wheel ! This cry is the voice of him that 
firs upon the Throne, v. 1. And tho' it be particularly 
directed to Jeruſalem, yet in a more general ſenſe it is 
intended to the whole World,to all Kingdoms, Cicies, 
Churches, to all People. And that appears from the 
word the Holy Ghoſt uſes here forthe Wheel, different 
from the word uled in other parts of the Viſion. For 
in the firſt Chapter you have mention of the Wheels 
rentimes, and there it is Ophannim;, and you have the 
fame word uſed twelve times in. this Chapter ; but 
n. herein the Text it is Haggalgal, this world ; :nd fo God 
f** -would have the Propher to underſtand it ; - and there- 
{ foreitiis ſaid, It was cryed to the wheels in my hearing, 0 
World! As if he ſhould fay, Would you. know 


i 


The Vion of the Wheels. 61 
what theſe Wheels are * why they are this World. 

Queſt. But why # the cry made to one Wheel, when here ' 
is mention of more ?-It was cryed to the Wheels, O Wheel! 

Anſ. Ic is to ſhew us that all inferiour cauſes, and 
inſtruments, are but as one in the hand of the Lord. 
The Wheels are ſaidco be four (as I hinted before) in 
anſwer to the four quarters of the world; four quar- 
ters, but one World : ſo four Wheels, and yet all buc 
one Wheel. 4 for the Wheels, it was ct -yed m my hearing, 

0.Wheel ! 

' Obj. But if by Wheels all this world is meant, and all the 
In/truments in it which God makes uſe of to ſerve his ends, © 
then how. can theſe be ſaid to hear when God crys to them ? 

Sol. Nothing is more frequent in Scripture than to 
aſcribe ſenſe to things withour ſenſe, Deut.z 2.1. Give © 
ea”, 0.ye Heavens, . and I will ſpeak ; and Sow 0 Ewth, the. 24-1. 
words of my mouth. Iſa. 1. 2. Hear, 0 Heavens, / give ear, OS * ay! 
Earth, for the Lord bath ſpoken. Mich. 6. I, 2. Hear ye, 0 kr47-57 
Mountains, and Foundations of the Earth, Thus faith the Loyd fo to. 8. 
. to the Mountains and to the Hills, to the Rivers, and to the tk. 23.30. - 
Palleys, E-zek. 6. 2. Now chis {peaking of God to the 
inanimate creatures, and calling them to hear, is very | 
empharical. | 

1. Ic is to ſet out the great importance and weight ' 
of the. thing ſpoken ; and the general concernment ic! 
is of, to be heard and attended to. 
2. - This way of attributing ſenſe ro dumb creatures, 


— 
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is very uſual in Scripture, thereby ro conviace men of 
their ſtupidity and inſenſ1blenels ; and that Stocks and 
Stones, Hills & Mountains would as foon hear asthey. 

3. This ſpeaking and crying to dumb. creatures and 
inanimate beings, is to ſhew how abſolutely they are 
ated by God. When God manages and acts theſe 
creatures ſo as to make them ſerve his purpoles, then 
he crys to them, O Wheel ! do this, do that ; move this 
way, turn that way ; and when they do in a way of 
inſtrumentality fulfil che will of God, then they are 
ſaid to move right on, and anſwer the cry. This cry is 
the ating them to execute the Law of their Creation : 
as Infinite Power gave them.their being, fo Infinite 
Wiſdom ordained their uſes and ends ; and that is the 
poſture they ſtand in to this day, F/al. 119. 91. They 
continue this day according to thine Ordmances, for all are thy 
Servants, God's Laws are fixed for the government 
of all creatures; and the cry to the Wheels is only the 
power of Providence aCting them to the execution of 
the Lawsof their Creation. Providence is a Servant to 
God's Ecernal Counſel and Purpoſe ; he works no- 
thing but what he firſt decreed, and he brings all his 
decrees to pals by his works. But tho' all creatures 
are included in thele Wheels, yet rational agents are 
principally intended, and therefore chiefly ro be m- 
derſtood by them ; and if {o, then to you. is this'werd 
cryed ; and perhaps it is therefore made tn the finguilar 
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number, that every'one may look on itas his duty to 
hearken to the voice of God in the cry. As jn giving out 
the Decalogue, it is fo directed that every one may 
think himſelf concerned. Every command runs in the 
ſecond Perſon,and in the {ingular number ; Thoy ſhalt 
not dothis, and Thor ſhalt notdo that. Ir is Thou, and 
Thou, that every one that hears it, may apply it tohim- 
ſelf. So is this cry in the Text, O wheel ! Ic is fingularly 
expreſled, that it may be particularly obſerved by eve- 
ry,one according to the nature of the cry. The exprel- 
ſion is broken and imperfe<, as ſuch pathetick ſtrains 


Fare wont to be, and therefore it concerns us to in- 


vice the more diligently into it, that we may under- 


ſtand whatis intended by ic. O Wheel ! This O! is an 


Interjetion which is of much uſe among the Aﬀecti- 


ons; and ſerves to give vent to the Paſſions of the' 


Mind.It is a way of exprefling what cannot otherwiſe 


be exprefled. Thus iris ſometimes the voice of wiſh-'2 Sam. 23. 


ing, Job 6.8. 0 that Imight bave my requeſt ! Pſal. 1 19. 5. Pal 14.7. 


0 that my ways were direfied to keep thy Statutes! Some- pear. 129. WM 


times i 15 the voice of joy, Dent. 33.29. Happy art thon, 
0 Iſrael ! who is like wato thee, O people ſaved by the Lord ? 
Sometimes it is the voice of grief, Jer. g. 1. O that my 
bead were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears ! 2. Sam, 
18. 33. 0 my Son Ablolom, my Son------ world God T had 
dyed for tixe, O Abſolom, my Son, my Son! Sometimes ® 
it is the voice of Love, P/d. 119. 97. O how Tove thy 


s Vox docth- 
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Law ! Great deſires, great joys, great grief, and great 
love are frequently thus exprefled; and ſo this OF 
is a ſervant to the Aﬀections. But here we are to con* 
ſider who it is that ſpeaks; itis the voice of him that 
fits upon the Throne, the Lord Chriſt ;- and we are 
to attend toit accordingly, 

I. Ic is an Oof diſcipline, by which we are inſtruct- 
ed to admire and adore the wonders of Providence. 
The voice is from the Throne, but it is to direct us at 


the Foor-ſtool;therefore it is ſaid, It was cryed in my hears i 


ing, O wheel! That when Chriſt ſays ſo, we ſhould ſay 
ſo. Ic is like that in Rev. 22. 17. When the Spirit ſays, 
Come, then let him that bears, ſay, Come. So when Chriſt 
{ays,0 wheel ! then all chat hear muſt ſay,O wheel! That 
is, get and maintain admiring Thoughts of God ; a- 
dore him in his Providences, and cry out wich the A- 
poſtle, Rom. 1 1. 33- O the depth of the riches both of the 
Wiſdom and knowledge of God ! how unſearchable are his judgs 
ments, and his ways paſt finding out. 

2. It isan O of rebuke ; and it is to every particu- 
lar Wheel, of what degree ſoever. Are Magiſtrates 
Wheels ? this O Wheel, is cryed to them.Why do ye (tand 
ſtill 2 Why are yenot in motion * Why have you act- 
ed no more for God? ye are heirs of reſtraint, Fudg. 18.7. 
Why have ye not ſuppreſſed wickedneſs, and brought 


-the Wheel over the Swearer, the Sabbath-breaker,the 


Drunkard, and the Unclean ? &c, Ye are the Shields 
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of the Earth, Pſal. 4.7. 9. Why have ye not defended the 
poor- and fatherleſs, and rid them-out of the hand of the wicked * Pial.82. 
Why have ye eat up my people 45 bread ? and ſuffered the ya. 14 
wicked todevour the man that is more righteous than mas. x. x 
he 2 Why have ye delivered up my people to be killed Pal 44. 
all the day long for my ſake,and have not redeemed them 
from ravage and ſpoil, from the malice and violence 
of the cruel * By whom do yerule ? are ye not under 
Chrilt ? is not he King over all the Earth ? are ye not er. xe. 
to be governed by him ? to govern for him ? and to 
give an account to him ? O that the Ralers of the 
world would conſider by whole power they are what 
they are! Had Pharaoh confidered this, he had never 
belched out ſuch blaſpemous language in that haughty 
Huff, Ibo is the Lord, that I ſhould obey his voice, and let 
Iſrael 20* Exod. 5. 3. Had the Princes of che Earth 
conlidered this, they would not have touched his. anoint- = _ 
ed ones, nor harmed. his Prophets, as they have done. 
They had never made their Subjects their Slaves, nor 
ſacrificed lo many lives to feed the flame of their 
luſts, They had never been guilcy of Rebellion. againlt : 1 Sams 2 
Heaven, a fin which Princes ate as often gailty of _. 
gainſt God, as their Subjects are againſt them. Did 
ever. Chrilt (by whom Kings reign) ſet up,, any (Go Prov. 8.1 
vernment that ſhould pull down hits? -- Did they. ever * 
derive a right from him to invade his rights, ? Or.to 


make Laws to extinguiſh his ? hy ſhould ng. Kings 
K:* and. 
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W IL 2. fo, and Magiſtrates be wiſe, and kiſs the Son, when as they 
*' are more bound to be ſubje&t to Chriſt, than their 
Subjects are to then ? For as much as their Authority 

oyer men is limiced, buc God's Authority oyer them is 
abſolute ? Had thele things been duly attended co,the 
flames of Cities had noc been [o bright,nor the ſtreams 

of blood ſo deep,nor the cries of the innocent ſo loud. 

0 Wheel! thou haſt been irregular and dilorderly ; 

ſurely the ſpirit of the living creature isnot in fuch Wveels. 

Are Minitters Wheels ? the cry from the Throae is 

ol. 4.17. to You. O Wheel ! why do you nor take beed to your- 
Mamiſtry to fulfil it ? Why do ye not move with more 
F IFY <ch. 1:14 Zeal for God, like the living creatures, that ran as the ap- 
WI 5%. 1 pearatice of a flaſh of lightning * Why do ye not cry aloud 
TH againſt the fins of thetimes? Why do you not ler your 
» ſelves to promote a right Reformation, beginning 
Wi firſt with your own hearts and lives, and then with 
[ ker. «. 5 your houſes, and then wich the Church of God? oughe 
W_- . . not the Keepers of the Vineyard to keep their own Vine- 
yard? Thou that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou nut thy ſelf ? 
That watch-man goes about to bad purpole, that le- 
cures his neighbours door while his own 1s left open. 

O chat that of the Apoſtle were written upon all our 

', ſtudy doors; Left that by any means when T have preached to 
others, I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt-away, 1 Cor, g. 27. If the 
barden of the Valley of Viſion be fo great, what will the 
burden of che Men of /iſim be ?It'is an Amazing word, 


4. 22 


won meh 
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Tſa. 4.2.19. Who is blind as be that is perfeft, blind as the 
Lords Servant? Wo to that Land, that Church, whoſe 
Seers ſee not ; and we cannot ſee aright, unleſs, with 
the Cherubims in the moſt holy place, our faces are in- I* 
ward. No man can deal skilfully with anothers heart, 
who knows nothing of his own. Why do ye takeup 
with DoCtrines of Moral Virtue, in oppoſition to Faith 
in Chriſt, 'and the New Birth, as if theſe were but re- 
ligiuus whimſies ? Moral Virtue is of great uſe in its 
place, but it cannot wake a man a new creature ; it | 
whites the Sepulchre, and gives it an outward _—_ a 


2 
but it doth not remove the death and filth that is with- 


in ; Faith in Chriſt only can do that. He that hath the 
Son, hath life, 1 Joh. 5. 12. Fabritius may find a cooler 
Hell chan Cats/ine, but he that believes not ſhall be damned, 
Mark 16.16. Would God have been at ſuch coſt to 
eſtabliſh a Law of Paith in the Blood of his Son, if 
Morality could have conducted us to Heaven ? If Righ- 
teneſs come by the Law, Chriſt is dead m vain, Gal. 2. 211. 
Why do ye not ſhew men their condition by nature, 
cheir loſt eitate, and the indifpenſable necefliry of a '1q 
Remedy ? that ſo ye may prepare a people for the Loyd, Lake 1.1988 
and thereby commend your ſelves to every mans Conſcience in * 4 
the fight of God? Why do ye not ſeparate the precious 1 5" 
from the vile ? Where is your Teſtimony for the pure 
worfhip of Chrift,againft chefintul devilings of proud 
man? Surely thefe wheels are heavy, and move dully, 


* 
DD 


| 
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or are at a ſtop; they want oyling, that is, the Spirit 
of Chriſt, to dire& and quicken their motion. 
Are Parents and Maſters Wheels? then I hear a cry 
[.--:* to you; why do ye not mind the duty of your places ? 
| * why moveyenotamoreexemplarily in your Families ? 
be «39. Why 1s reading the Sctiptures, and praying, and fing- 
F222 ing the praifes of God, no more in uſe under your 
Tov. 22.6. roofs ? why are not your Children and Servants more 
955 frequently catcchiſed, and better inſtructed in the 
Principles of Religion ? why do ye not check and re- 
ſtrain their ſhameful Pride, and finful Excefles 2 0 
Wheel! no wonder it things go not right, when the 
Maſter-wheel ſtands ſtill. Every Profeſſor is a Wheel, 
and the cry is to them ; O Wheel ! why do you not run 
aboveground ? why fink ye lo deep into the Earth ? 
kom, 12.2. Why do ye conform to this world, againſt the expreſs 
| Command of Chriſt * If he is not to be obeyed, why 
do ye own him ? if he is, why do ye diſhonour him ? 
ike 6.46. Why call ye me Lord, Lord, yet do not the things which I ſay * 
| Profeſs to know me, and yet in works deny me, being abomi- 
ir. x. 6, nable, and diſobedient, and to every good work reprobate * If 
em, 7.12. My Commands are not holy, juſt and good, why do ye 
not openly diſclaim them ? it they are, why do ye 
not make more conſcience to keep them ? why are 
ye {o hardened in your Pride, and Luſts, and finful 
Exceſles, as to hate him that reproves in the Gate ? 
why do ye not relieve and do good tothe poor and 
indigent 
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ingygenr Servants of Chit, with thatiwhich you las: 
viſh upon thefe filchy Luſts 2: Why'is there ſo much 
of the form of godlinefs, and {uch a wotul denying the a Tim. 3.4 
power thereof 2 Alas! the wheels go not-right on ; they 
turn as they go.; they are unproticalyle,, and good for | 
nothing ; like Salt that hath loft its ſavour. Woe to cares Mi 5 138 
leſs Profeſſors and carnal Goſpellers, for God will nor J 
be pur off wich leaves when he :comes looking for mark ri 
fruit. He will make all the Churches to know; that be: ſearch» zl, .. »W0 
eth the heart ; and therefore, As for theſe wheels, it 1s cryed ; 
i my hearing, O Wheel ! "The Lord locks upon thee 
with abhorrency : The Children of the Kingdom ſball 'be 

caſt into utter darkneſs, Mart. 8. 4 2. , Of late'years-the 
Atheiſm and Ungodlineſs of linners, and the Malice .. 
and. Rage of Perlecutors have been undoing us ;. bur 
now our danger and hazard'is greater-frgm the'pro- 
voking fins of Profeſſors ; Are there not with you, even 
with you, ſms agamſt the Lord your God ? 2 Chron. 28410. 
And no {ins ſo provoking to God, as the fins of a pro- 
fefling People. He abhorred them, becauſe of the provoking : - . 
of bis Sons and Daughters, Deut. 32.19. No fins bring 
greater Judgments than theſe, ,nor ſooner. The fire 
that mult be ſcattered over the City, muſt-come from 
berween the Cherubims, in the houle of the Lord, 
Exgk. 10.2. by which we are /taught that the (ins | 
which do ſo highly pxoyoke God, - are the fins of his _ - _ 
own People, corrupt. Worſhip, Lords day Profane- | 


nels, 
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nels, Humane Inventions, Looſeneſs, Pride, Luxwsy, 
Uncleannelſs, and Worldlinels ; theſe found under a 
profeſſion of Religion, will kindle the fire of God's 
wrath, 'and who ſhall quench it ? | 

- Finally ; Every man is a Wheel that isto be in con- 
ſtant motion for God, according to the place where- 
in God hath ſet him ; and therefore the cry from the 
Throne isto all of all ſorts, rich and poor, young and 
old, high and low, male and female ; to all, without 
exception of any. 0 Wee! why move ye not ? why 
ſeek yenot after God? know ye not whence ye are 
fallen? chat ye are by nature in a ſtate of Apoſtacy 
from God, and therefore in a miſerable, forlorn, and 
h. 2.12. deſtitute condition, having no hope,and without God in the 
world > who can exprels the ſadneſs and milery of ſuch 
an eſtate ? how wretched, how poor, how blind, how 
naked, how undone muſt ſuch a one be ? 

x. The guilt of all the fins that ever thou didft, 
are bound upon thy Soul ; and what burden fo heavy ? 
on. 27.3- Solomon {ays, a Stone ts heavy,and Sandis weighty ; but how 
much heavier is the burden of fin than both ? Ask the 
damned in Hell ; go tothe rich man, and he will tell 
thee ; as a convinced finner, and he will tell thee : 
Go tothe Crofs ef Chriſt, andthat will tell thee what 
the guilt of fin is. VVho can think of that word wich- 
=8. 24, Out trembling, Ne ſhall die m you ſos * Better it were 
'todie in a ditch, a jakes, a dungeon, than to die 
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in-fin ; for it will fink thee into Hell for ever. 
2. Satan hath the full dominion of thy Soul ; thou | 
art led captive by him at his witl. He rules in the heart ; 2 Tie, if 
for where ſin reigns, Satan reigns ; he that obeys his * i 
luſts, obeys the Devil ; for as Chriſt 'reigns by grace, 


ſo he reigns by luſt ; therefore called his luſts, Joh. 9. | | 
v. 44. Every man who ſerves fin, doth really obey, | 


and ſerve the Devil,tho' he thinks not fo. Y Vhen thoſe | | f 
Sabean Robbers plundered from Job his Oxen and y! 
Aﬀſes, and Judas fold his Maſter for thirty pieces of SH{- Job r. x | 
ver, doubtlels the deſign was to feed their own luſt, jok. 13.2 
and yet therein they ferved Satan, and it was he that | | 
actuated them in their wickedneſs. O what a condi- *: 
tion hath fin brought thee into! to be ſubject to the F' 
Devil, to be under his guidance and government ; to John 8: 44% 
have him for a Maſter,a Father, aGod !VVhat a pro-* **47 
vocation mult this be to that God whogave thee thy [8 
being ar firlt, and who can in an inftant difmils thee 
out of being, cruſh thee to nothing, ſend thee to Hell 
ina moment? O what a curſed wretch artchou be- 
come by fin ! what a Sepulchre of corruption ! what 
a receptacle of rottennels is thy Soul! what ſervants to 
uncleannels are all thy inward powers! and what in- | 
ſtruments of unrighteouſnel(s are all the outward rom. 5.14 
Members! O-Y/heel! whither wilt thou run 2 thou | 
art in the high way to Hell, the broad road ro:Eternal'war 7. 
deſtruction ; why doſt thou not ſtop and conſider ? | | 
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.doth not the Word: of that:God, who cannot. lye, tell 
thee, thatthe end, of theſe. things is death? Rom. 6. 21. 


and canſt thou endure to periſh for ever ? art thou 
hardened for Hell, and become -flame-proof ? canft 


.thou abide the. indignation of  that:God, whoſe wrath 
makes the Earth tremble * Jer. 10. 10. It not, why doye 

not bethink your ſelves, and repent of your wicked- 
, nefs, ſaying, What have 1 dme ? wiv do ye not reflect 


ſeriouly upon your Joſt and undone condition, and 
ro God for converting Grace? Do ye not believe 
©” truth of that word which our Lord hath ſo ſolemn- 


ly atteſted, Yerily, verily, except a-man be born again, be 


cannot ſee the Kingdom of God ? John 3. 3. How dare 
ye then abide in an unconyerted tae one day lon-- 
ger -? 

2.Ir isanO of threatning. And this follows the for- 
mer where no Repentance i incervene's to prevent it. 
Counſel goes firſt, bur if that be lighted, reproof 
comes ; and if that makes no impreſſion, threatni 
takes place, then it is O wheel ! O Church ! O City ! 
O Kingdom! Judgtnent is near at hand, wrath is 
coming upon thee. And this ſeemsto be che Senſe of 


it here. Jeruſalem had highly provoked the Lord, 


Prov. 1:29 Ot only 1 in ſetting at nought his counſeis, but allo n &- 


ſpife ng his reproofs, inſomuch that God 1s Wearitd -1pith 


43: 24 her miquities, and therefore refolves to calt :het off, 


and depart from her ; and accordingly yC1 read, 
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. 4. of this xoth chapter, That the glory of the Lord 
went up from the Cherub, and ſtood over the threſhold of the 
Houſe ; and in this departing poſture cries out, 0 
Foe! ! q.d. Iamnow going, and miſery is coming ; 
I am at the threſhold ready to depart, and Judg- 
ment 15 at the door ready to enter. 

Ic is a word of threatning, like that of God to the 
Prophet, x Kings 21. 17. The word of the Lord came to 
Elijah, and what word it was, the 19th verſe ſhews 
you. Thus ſaith the Lord, Haſt thou killed, and alſo taken 

eſsion ? in the place where Dogs licked the Blood of Na- 
both, /þ.1l Dogs lick thy Blood, eventhine, It is a word 
of threatning put into the Prophets mouth againſt A- 
hab that Bioody King. 


4. Itisan O of Lamentation, a Language full of rug i; 


ſorrow and compaſſion, and fo ſhews the pity of 
Chriſt to a ſelf-undoing world and people. O Wheel ! 
What hath Sin brought upon thee ?. O People, O Na- 
tion, how deplorable is your caſe become ! how mi- 
ſerable are you made by your own Luſts and Wicked- 
nels ! how haye you delpiled the offers of Grace, and 
the reproofs of the Word to your own undoing. It 
is like that of Chrift ro Jeruſalem when he wept over 
it, Luke 19. 41, 42. If thou hadſt known, even thou, 
at leaſt in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace, The words carry in them an Optative form, 
4 for 4v, wtinam, O that thou hadſt known "It is a cor- 

"Es | | ' paſſionate” ' 


ty ift. 


The Vifon of the Wheels. 
paſſionate ſtile, whereby the Lord Chriſt pityeth 
them that have no pity for themſelves. He wept over 
it. Surely their cale muſt be very lamentable thar 
could fetch tears from thoſe bleſſed Eyes; asthe com- 
paſſionate Judge bewails the doleful Rare of a Male- 
taQor, even while he is in juſtice bound to Sentence 
and Condemn him. 

5. Ic isan Oof Calling, and carries a command in 
i:, which is to be underſtood, though not expreſled. 
0 Wheel ! repent and turn your ſelves from your Idols, and 
turn away your faces from all your abominations, Ext. 
14.6. It is like that of the Lord in er. 6. $. Be 
thou inſirufied, O Jeruſalem, leſt my Soul depart from 
thee ; leſt Imake thee deſolate, a land not mbabited, This 
is the ſenſe of the cry of him that fits upon the Throne, 


and governs the Wheels. 


I ſhall proceed no farther in the opening of this 


Viſion, for that I have already prevented my felf in 


what I did deſign ; which was to have applied ir more 
largely than now I am able; and therefore I ſhall ap- 
ply it by preſſing ſuch Duties only as the preſent Sea- 
ſon calls for. 

And the firſt is, Admiration and Wonder. O how 
full of Riddle and Mytery are the Providences of 
God! how few of the deſigns of his diſpenſations are 
fathomable by the longeſt Line of humane. Under- 


y Na Randing ; ; therefore Job cries out, Lo theſe are parts of 
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his ways, but how little a portion is heard of him? Job. 2 6. 
v. 14. And that of - ſh is to the ſame purpole, 
P/al. 7. I 9.: Thy way is jn the Sea, thy paths m the great 
waters ; thy footfieps are not known, It is as eahie to 
trace a Ship in the waters, as God in his works ; 
and therefore Solomm ſays, 4 man canot find out the 
work that is done under the Sun,-----Yea further, though a 
wife man think to know it, yet ſhall he not be able te 
find it, Ecclel. 8. 17. When God changes the times 
and the ſeaſons ; when he removes Kings, and ſets up 
Kings, Dan. 2: 21. takes the Crown from one, 
and fets it upon another, who can give a reaſon 
of his doings? If the Clouds are bis Chariot , his 
ways muſt needs be in the dark: And if be walks 
upon the wings of the wind, they muſt needs be' ſe- va. 
crer, Who can lee chrough a Clond-? or trace out 
the motion of the wind, when he. knows no more 
hence it comes , than. he doch whither i goes 2 Joh. 
c.-3}. v.8. And therefore where we cannot trace 
bim, let us adore'him. When our Line is too ſhorc 
co reach the bottom of his deſigns, then it becomes 
us to cry. out, Q the depth! When. his ways are Rom. | 
fuck: 'as cannot be; -naderſtood, then the wiſdom of ** 
rem ought cobe admired; wn 5) lin) + 
Are ' the *Whetls full:of Eyes? do dps go tpon 


bear your ſales I' card 1a as they, 'go.? are they 
L 2 © bigb 


The Viſon of the Wheels. 
high and dreadful ? is there a VVheel in the middle of a 
V/V heel ?. do they go ſtraight forward? and move as the 
Cherubims move * is the Spirit 'of Life in them ? and' 
are they under the guidance of a' Voice from” the 
Throne of Glory? what reaſon then have we to | Cry. 
out, O YV/ het! 

How loud hath the Lord ar this time cryed,” 0: 
V/heel! in onr hearing, and 'ought we not to eccho 
it back again, and cry, O Wheel in his hearing ? 
when he lays, 0 Wheel | by way of Guidance and 0r- 
der, this lays it as. a duty upon us to ſay, 0 Jheel ! 
| by way of wonder; eſpecially. when the motion of 
the Wheels hath been ſo ſtupendious, and amazin 
in our view, when they a are lifted up ſo high Fs. 
the Earth. 

What admirable motions of the Wheels have we 
ſeen of late! By what amazing Providences hath 
God appeared among us, and for us !. How ftran 
ly hath his Omnipotent Arm wheeled things about ! 
You have read of a Nation born. at- once, Ha. 66. 8, 
Here is a Nation redeemed at once ; ſo that accord- 
mb. 23, mg to this time it ſhall be ſaid of England, What hath 
þ God wrought ? i. e.; it ſhall/be- matter -of wonder-to 
| After-ages ; It ſhall be written for. the, generation: to come, 
| and the people which Jhall be created, -ſhall\praiſe' the Lord, 
| Pal. 102.48. And _— though the bruitiſh man 
knoweth 
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knoweth not, nor doth a fool underſtand this, Plal.. 92. 6- 
yet let us ſay with the Plalmiſt in the foregoing 
verle, 0 Lord, how great are thy works! And. this dury 
will appear highly reaſonable, 

1., It we do but.conlider the thing that is done, 
or the Deliverance ir felt; the Throne emptyed 
of Popery ; the Nation delivered from Slavery ; the 
People of God. in poſleſſion of their Liberty ; and 
ought we not.to cry, O Wheel ! 

2. Conlider the ſeaſonablenels of it ; when we 
were at our Wits end; nay, almoſt at our Faiths 


end; when we feared a {udden Invaſion upon us, 
as the Effect of a Treacherons League. made againſt. 


us; and the Eſtabliſhing an Italian Religion by a 


new French faſhion of Dragooning. When Prieſts and 
Jeſuits, directed che whole Counlels of the. Nation; | 
and like that Plague of Frogs, not only came up,. and oy * 


covered the Land, but crept into Pharaoh's Bed-chamber ; 
when they wrote Letters abroad. filled with- boalts 
of their Succeſſes. at home, and ſo confidently con- 
clude the Day their own, that nothing could pre- 


vent .it; then did God ariſe and ſcatter them, by 


bringing the Wheel over chem, | therefore. we. haye 
cauſe.co cry, 10, Wheel !- gt” 
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3- Conlider how this work was done ; wb 
greatneſs of number, ,leſt.. it ſhould, hayerbeen ſai 
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The Vifion of the Wheels. l 
Mans Arm had done ir, and we ſhould have gloryegut® 
in fleſh. Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spi-, 
rit, Zech. 4. 6. Not by any ſtrength oppoling, io 
much as by themſelves dividing. The Ton would 
not mingle with the Clay, the Proteſtant with the Pa- 
piſt, and lo they divided ; and their diviſion was our 
preſervation ; and ſhall we not cry, O Wheel ! 

4. Confider what the mercy coſt ; the cheapnels 
of the Deliverance, was not the leaſt circumſtance 
of the mercy: Such a Redemption of the Nation, 
of the Church, of Religion,of the Laws of the Land ; 
what was it worth if a price had been to be put? 
why the undertaking ſpeaks mens Judgments of the 
value, It is worth the Lives of Men, the Blood of 
the Gentry, the Blood of Nobles, yta the Blood of 
Princes : Nay, if the thing were not worth more, 
why did they offer ſo much, which was their All ? 
This was the price that was freely bid ; but the mer» 
ciful God would not take it ; not that he refuſed the 


tender, but his condeſcending goodneſs put it upon 


lower terms than they bid for it ; and why ! 
rx. Toput glory upon preventing mercy, which 


1s fometimes 1o big with it felf, that ir cannot tar 


till things are got ready. Before they call, I will anſwer, 
Tfa. 65. 24. | | 
2. Where there is a will to the Work, God doth 


often 
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.often accept the will for the work,. and crowns the | 
as they lie in their Principles, David's heart was to 
| 


—— 


' will as if it were the work; for he ſees all actions | | 
build God an Houle, and this God takes as kindly, ; | 
and rewards it as amply, as if it had been done ; and | | 
God builds his, becauſe he had a heartto build the | 
Lords. Iris ſo in this caſe; when men freely offer » $a. 7. 
their Lives and Eſtates, (as David did his Treaſure) ** | | 
for the purchaſe of a mercy, God accepts the offer, 
bur gives the mercy, and abates the price. 

Tho' the Deliverance was worth more, yet 
they, from whole Tyranny we were to be Redeem- 
ed, were not worth ſo much: And God will ſome- 
ti es rather abate of the price of a mercy, than pur 
an honour uponaan Enemy; as if God ſhould (ay, 1 
accept the tender of your Blood in my Cauſe, bur 
the Enemy 13 not worth it, and therefore I will nor 
take it in kind. 

4. God ſometimes, in ſuch a caſe as this, obſerves 
the cuſtom of buying and felling : when men buy 
cheap, they ſell cheap. What did it coſt the buyer to 
get poſſeſſion and power over us? it coſt very little : 
vin had provoked God, and he gave his people - into the 
hand of their Enemies ; and they that hated them, ruled over 
them, Pſal. 106. 41, 42. He gave them, he did not 
ſell them ; or it they were ſold, it was-for nought ; there 
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The Viſon of the Wheels, 
was no price paid. As Chriſt and Grace are always 
{old without money, and without price;'I{a. 55. 1. ſo lome- 
times are Chriſtians too. . God, to magnihe his love 
to ſinners, always ſells Chriſt wichout a price ; and 
to manifeſt his wrath co his people, he lometimes 
{ells them withour a price : Their Rock ſold them, Deur. 
32. 30. And what did the buyer give? lictle or no» 
thing. As in the merciful diſpenſations of God, the 
greater the love, the freer the mercy ; lo it is in his 
wrathful Providences, the greater the anger, the 
cheaper the purchaſe. Fe ſs them for nought.,, It is 
not thirty years {1nce this was your own cale: God 
was wroth with you, and he fer very light by you ; 
ſold you for nought. The buyer took poſleflion, and ir 
coſt him nothing ; not a battel, ngg a blow, not a 
drop of blood. And doth not God regard this, think 
you ? you ſee he doth ; for what coſt your Delive- 
rance ? not a batte], not one bloody field ; no, not 
ſo much as a looking one another in the face : cheap 
{old in much wrath, and as cheap bought when the 
time of Redemption came; and thus is that word 
made good, I/a. 52. 3. Je have been ſold for nought, aid 
Je ſhallbe redeemed without price, O Wheel ! 

5. Conlider the ſubje&s of the mercy; a people 
not fit to be delivered, and yet in danger of being 


undone and ruined ; utterly unworthy of Redemprion, 
| and 


| The Vion of the Wheels. 
and yet upon the very brink of deſtruction. 


1. As to our fitneſs for ſuch a mercy, never was 
a people more unfr, nor more unworthy ; bur it is 
the way of Divine Goodneſs to a&t by Prerogative, 
and that 1s the reaſon of mercy, when no ather rea- 
ſon can be given. T do not this for your ſakes, but for 
my holy Names ſake, Ezek. 36.22. When God hath a 


purpoſe to ſhew mercy, he never wants a reaſon in 


_— 


himſelf, cho' there can be none found in us why he 


ſhould. The Deliverances he. works for his People, 
are upon the account of the Covenant ; and New- 
Covenant mercy is preventing mercy ;. It 1s as a Dew 


from the Lord, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for Mi. 5. 7 


the ſons of men. | 

The greateſt Deliverances that we read of in Scrip- 
ture, have been wrought for the Church when under 
the greateſt unfirneſs. Never was a People more 
unmeet to be delivered, than [/rael in Egypt was, when 
 Gad ſpirited, and ſent Msſes upon that Errand ; nq 
way berttered by the Bondage ; the Furnace had not 
purged away their droſs. There need” no- other at- 


teſtation of rfiis, than what God ſays in Ezek.1 6.4,5, 06. 


where you have the forlorn- eſtate of this People in . 


Eg yptian Bondage, deſcribed by the loathſom.and mi- 
ſerable condition of anew-born' Infant, expoſed and 
caſt out in its blood: and' filthineſs; and' then it is that 
| | M God 
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The Vifion of the Wheels. 
God comes in to their ſuccour. When I ſaw thee polluted 
in thy own blood, I ſaid unto thee, Live. 

Here are three things remarkable to our purpoſe.. 

1. Her great unfitne(s for Deliverance by reaſon 
| of her fins which were very great, and therefore (er 
out here by her being polluted i ber own blood. 

2. God takes a particular notice of this her un- 
fitneſs and unworthineſs : 7 ſaw thee polluted in thy own 
blood. 
| 23: Here is a Deliverance wrought amidſt all her 
unworthinels diſcovered: T aid unto thee, Live ; yea, 1 
ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy blood, Live. O Iieel ! 
what adorable mercy is this ! a time of blood to be a 
time of love ; a time of guilt to be a time of grace ; 
a time of filthineſs to be a time of deliverance ; here is 
mercy, but no worthineſs of mercy ; redemption, 
but no fitneſs to be redeemed ; and this makes it 
wonderful! How unfit were the Jews to be deli- 
vered, when God brought them out of Babylon ? A 
People in ſufferings, who neither repent of the ſins 
that brought them in; nor have Faith in God to bring 
them out, are very unmeet for Deliverance. There 
muſt be Repentance and Faith to fit for this mercy. 

1. Fitneſs for Deliverance ſuppoſes Repentance 
for the ſins that procured the Judgment ; but, there 
was no Repentance : Sin had digged the graves,. and 

- | buried 
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buried them in Babylon, but there was' no Repen- 
rance to help to roll away the Stone, & bail them our. 
God repented of the- Judgment, before they repented 
of the ſin, Ezek. 36. v. 21. and 31. compared. 

2. Fitneſs for Deliverance ſ\uppoſes Faith in the 
Deliverer; and therefore it is that the Lord Chrift 
did queſtion his Patients about their Faith, before he 
exerted his miraculous Power in working a Cure. Be- 
lieve ye ( lays he to the two blind men begging for ' 
fight) that Tam able to do this? And when he undertakes Mar. 9. 2nþ} 
the work, he puts the ſucceſs of it upon their Faith; * 
according to your Faith be it to you : And where he finds": 29. 
no Faith, he ſuſpends his Power. Therefore it is ſaid 
in Matth. 13. 58. ({peaking of his own Country) He 
did not many mighty works there, becauſe of their unbelef 
Therefote this can never be a | qualification for mercy, 
for it weakens God's working hand, and ſo he be- 
COmes as a | mighty man that cannot ſave. And this was Jer. 14.4 
the great lin of this People; tho' God had promilſed : 
ro viſit them after ſeventy years, and bring them out 
of Babylon, 'yer they had no Faith in the Promile, but . 
conclude their cale deſperate. Behold they Jay, our bones 
are dried, our hope ts loft, We are cnt off for our parts, Ezek.” 
35:41.” Here is a Deliverance without Repentance, 
and without Faith, and therefore a Delſſerance with- © 
out'a fitneſs; and this makesit wonderfgl.:  - 
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_ Thus it will be when the Lord comes to deliver 
his Church and- People trom their burdens and op- 

reflions. The Scriptures [peak of a time of great 
ſufferings to befal the followers of the Lamb 1n thele laſt 
days, by the Beaſt, and ſuch as ſhall give their power to 
the Beaſt, during the forcy xewo months of his conti- 
nuance ; but chere {hall be a ſure Deliverance; the 
Lamb ſhall overcome, tae Beaft ſhall be deſtroyed, 
and the Church {1141 have a glorious Reſt. * Bur this 
Deliverance will be'betore che Church is fic to re- 
ceive it-: This is intimated 1a that-of our Lord, Luke 
18.8. When the Son of man cometh, hall be find Faith on 
the Exth ? che Que'tioa carrys in it a ſtrong Nega- 
tion; that he ſhall not. Ir is not {poken of Chrilt's 
coming to the Final Judgment, bur of his coming to 
deliver his People from their oppreſſors ; nor is the 
Faich here ſpoken of meant of a Faith of ' Eternal $4: 


 - vation, but of a Faith of preſent Redemption. The ſuffers 


ings and oppreſlions of God's People ſhall be fach, 
and (o great; and all means of Ideliverance ſo out of 
view, that when Chriit ſhall come to-work it, there 
will be very few found in the Faith of ir. So ic was 
with Ijrael in Egypt, when the Lord ſends Moſes to 
tell them,gHe would free them from cheir-burdess, 


x0d.6. 6. and redeem thay with a ſtretched out Arm, 'and with ; great 
9%. Judgments; yet they bearkened nat to Moles. for ang 
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ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, and for cruel. bondage, And was net this our 
caſe ? heavy, burdens, "great oppreflions ; bur little 
Faith; and therefore little fitneſs for a Redemption. 
When would Deliverance have come, if God had tar- 
ried for ous fitneſs? But it is the way of God, when 
he delivers in mercy, to give a fitneſs to receive it. 
Deliyerance ſhall bring a fitneſs along with it ; ſo is 
the Promile, (Obad. v. 17.) Upon Mount Zion ſhall be 
deliverance, and there ſhall. be holmeſs. And it was ſo 
when God delivered his People out of Ezypt ; the 
Deliverance brought forgiveneſs, and life, and many 
Covenant mercies with it, and ſo fitted chem / (0.90- 
ceive it. I entred into a Coven with thee, then waſhed 1 
thee with water ; yea I waſhed away thy bloods rom thee, 
Ezek. 16. 8,9. and Tv. 6. TI ſaid unto thee in thy bloods, 
Live; i: 1s plural i in the Hebrew,:and why ? to ſhew 
A anglald ſtace 'of blood the wias-ins one by reaſon 
of ſm, another by reaſon ot bondage and fufferins ; and 
this ſayiag, Live, is a remedy againſt both. When chou 
walt in bloody bondage, when there was a bloody 
Proclamation gone forth: that all thy. male Children 
ſhould be deſtroyed, then 1 looked 'npon thee, and ſaid, 
Live : I brought thee out of that deaths and when thou 
waſt in a bloody polluted condition, nor. only 
jhature, bu by thy/actual {dolatries- iv Egypt, T faid, 


Live. _ ] beſtowed the grace of my Covenant upen 
It was 


S. 


\thee, and brought. thee our of that death. 
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The Viſion of the Wheels. 
thus in the Babylonſh Captivity : The Holy Ghoft 
compares that bondage to death, and their long con- 
tinuance in it, to a rotting in the grave. Now when 
the Lord comes to deliver them, he fits them for 
the Deliverance, by giving them not only a civil, 
life, but a ſpiritual life roo : Both! which you have in 
Ezxek. 37. plainly diverſified one from another. In 
ev. 7,8. it is ſaid, The bones came together, bone to his 
hone, but there was.no breath in them, Here is the civil 
life intimated in the coming together of bone to bone : 
But where is the ſpiritual lite, the breath in them 2? 
that you have, V. 14. I will put my Spirit in you, and 
Je ſhall live. | 

And ſo it ſhall be in that laſt and great Redemp- 
tion of the Jews(which is near at hand)chey ſhall not 


only be gathered out of all the Councreys where now—— 
zek, 36. ThEy are icattered, and brought into their own Land; 


bur to fit them to receive and improve this mercy : 
A Converſion ſhall attend this Reſtanration ; there- 


or.3-16. fore ye read of their turning to the Lord, as well as re- 


rurning to their-own Land: And ye have them both 
wrapt up together in-one Promile, in Rom. 15. 26. 
There ſhall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and ſhall turn 
away ungodlineſs from Jacob. There is Deliverance and 
Holineſs. And-thus it ſhall be when the Lord ſhall 


17. 5- break:the Power of My/tery, Babylon, at laſt, and work 


out -2 compleat Redemption for. his Chutch- ard 
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People. As it ſhall be a great Deliverance ; ſoit ſhall 
be attended with great Holineſs: Therefore it is 
laid, Rev. 20. 6. Bleſſed and holy is he that hath part in 
the firſt Reſurreftion. And at the riſing of the lain 
Wicnefles (which is this firſt Reſurre&ion) it is nor 


ſaid only, that they ſtood upon their feet, by the ſpirit of bfe neva | 


entring into them ; which implies their being in ſtatu quo 
prius, railed and reſtored to their former work and 


ſtation ; bur ic is ſaid further, They aſcended up to Flea- x. 12. 1: 


Ten: They arrived at a higher degree of Holineſs, 
and at a more pure and reformed Church ſtate. 

You lee then that it is the way of God, when ever 
he works any great Deliverance for his Church and 
People, to work in them allo a fitneſs for it ; and this 
is a ſufficient reaſon for his delivering and redeeming 
us in the midſt ob all our unficneſs and unwerthineſs 
and highly magnifies his goodneſs and mercy ; and 
therefore if ever any had cauſe, we have, to cry our, 
O Wheel ! for {uch a Salvation as this. It is a Salvation - 
tull of wonders; not a plain work of common Providence, 
wherein ordinary Caules do produce their wonted Ef- 
fects; as when the Race #5 to the ſwift, and the Battel to the 
ſtrong; bur ic is an extraordinary diſpenſation,a remarks 
able Maſter-piece of Divine Wildom, made up altoge- 
ther of Myſteries and Wonders. Let me (that I may 
heighten your admiration, andaffe&t you with thank- 
tul wonders). inſtance in. a few of maiiy. | 


The Viſion of the Wheels. 
1. For Godto ſave and deliver a people then, and 
nor till then, when they are in the greateſt extremity, 
at the loweſt ebb, and ſeem forſaken of their own 
hope ; this makes a Deliverance wonderful, Ir is ns 
new thing for God to let things run to an extremity 
before he works, that his Power may be known in 
working, Mich. 4. 10. Be in pain, and labour to bring 
orth,0 daughter of Zion, like a woman in travel ; for now 
ſhalt thou go forth out of the City, and thou ſhalt dwell in the 
field, and thou ſhalt go even to Babylon there ſhalt thou be 
delivered ; there ſhall the Lord redeem thee from the hand of 
thine Enemies, There never was any eminent Delive- 
rance of the Church of God, but it was uſhered in by 
ſome lore diſtrels : The biggeſt Children cauſe the 
greateſt pangs. Before Iſrael can be ſetled in the Pro- 
miſed Land, they mult paſs through the Brick-kills tn 
Egypt, and a Red:Sea, and a howling Wilderneſs, and 
a [welling Jordan. 1Jaac muſt be bound, and the knife 
2 22-5, at his throat, before the hand is ſtaid, and the Ram in 
»'5 thethicket made a Sacrifice in his ſtead : And hence 
' it paſſed into.a Proverb; In the Mount of the Lord it 
n. 3- 26. ſhall be ſeen. The three Children are not delivered till 
they\are in the Fiery Furnace. Chriſt's time toi raiſe 
Lazarus, is not when he is fick, and dying, tho' then 
911-3-he is ſent for ; lethim be dead and buried, and then 
Chriſt comes. He loves to let dearh-paſs upon our 
11 mercies, that he may be known to be a. God that rai- 
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And ſo he hath been in the midſt of us. For how 
deſperate was our Caſe, not only with reſpect co 
Rights and Properties, but with reſpect co Religion 
and the Worſhip of God ; all things being fitted to 
let in Popery upon us like a Flood? A Popiſh King (o 
bigotted, as to reſolve the hazarding three King- 
doms to eſtabliſh ir ; Corrupt and Wicked Judges placed 
in every Court to make way for ir; Popiſh Juſtices 
in every County to countenance it ; Prieſts and Je- 
ſuits ſent out to diſſeminate their poiſonous Prin- 
ciples throughout the Nation ; and Mafs- Houſes 
erected not only in great Towns and Cities, bur in 
the Metropolis of the Kingdom, and ſuch pur into 
them, as ſhould decry the true Religion, for He- 
refie, and Burleſque and Blaſpheme the Bible ; and 
at"the ſame time others muſt be Tongue-tyed, and 
not allowed to ſpeak in the Cauſe, upon Peril of - 
being look d on as Oppolers and Diſturbers of the 
Government. I need not mention the little ſort 
of Tools, ſent abroad to hew and ſquare the Cor- 
porations into a fitneſs ro promote their purpoſes, 
by promiſing to ſend up ſuch Members only for 
their Repreſentatives as ſhould take away the Teſt ; 
that is, ſhould come with Spades and Mattocks to 
dig down the only bank that was now left tro keep 
Popery out, that ſoit might break in upon us like a 
Torrent. "Thus {mbtilly was the Scene laid, and 
all chings ficted-ro ſerve their Deſigns, which were 
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now ready to be ſet on foot, with this Reſolution, 
That what could not be effefted by Policy and ' 
Fraud, ſhould be done by Force and Power; and 
therefore a ſtanding Army is kept up, and made 
more formidable every day ; not only by augment- 
ing the Troops, but mingling them with Papiſts, 
and heading them with Popiſh Officers, thar 
might be every way ficted for the Expedition. So 
that things were come to a great extremity with the 
Proteſtant intereſt ; though it was not like Lazarus, 
dead and buried ; yet ic was like Iſaac, laid upon the 
Altar, and bound with the Knife at the | hroart. 
Burt God remembred us in our low Eſtate, for bu Mercy 
indureth for ever ; and therefore we have caule to 
cry, O Wheel ! "% 

2. When God ſo delivers a People, as that their 
Spiricual Mercies are ſecured as well as their Tem- 
poral, then it is a wonderful Deliverance. 4 De- 
liverance' is not complete, if it be not Spiricual as 
well as Political. When God works a Deliverance 
indeed, then he Works both : So he did for 1/jrael 
of Old ; their Deliverance out of E2ypr, was not 
only Political, as of a People in Bondage; but Ec- 
cleſta$tical roo, as of a Church under Oppreſſion ; for 
you find thar the conteſt berween God and: the 
King, was only abour Spiritual Concerns, abour his 
Worſhip. God would have his People ſerve him 
in his own. way, and: according to- his own: pres : 
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ſcription ; this Pharaoh is againſt ; they ſhall Wor- | 
ſhip God,but he will appoint them how and when. Exod. # 
God would have 1/rael to [eparate from the Eeyptians, 26 | 
and Worſhip apart by themſelves ; Let my People go, Gens. {| 
that they may ſerve me inthe Wilderneſs. This is God's 1 
Law. No, ſays Pharaoh, go ye and ſacrifice to your «* 
God in the Land. Here is the Kings Law fer up a- 
gainſt Gods, and he thinks he hath as good a right 
ro: command as God ; (ſo that the controverhe is 
about Worſhip, who ſhall give Law to Conſcience, 
and govern in matters of Religion, GOD or the 
King ; and whenever this comes to be the caſe, then 
God interpoles his Power; for he is in nothing ſo 
Jealous as about his Worſhip, and therefore who- 
ever oppoſes himſelf againft Godin this matter, is 
ſure to fall in the Controverſie : So did Pharaoh, he 
fell in the quarre] abour Religion, he would nor 
allow Gods. People liberty ro Worſhip in God's 
way; and when this comes to be conteſted, God'is 
concerned to. vindicate his Right, and ſo he did 
upon Pharaoh, to the lols of his Crown and Life, and 
ſoit was a compleat Deliverance; Pharaoh and all his 
Hoſtdaltroyed, Mo/es and all [/rael redeemed;and that 
not only as a People, bur-as a Chnrch of God; their - 
.Civil.Liberry. reſtores, andtheir Religion. and Spi- 
ritual Liberty ſecured; and ſuch a Deliverance hath | 
. God wrayght for usgt-ths Day; it is-affer- the man- 16. 10. 
ver of Egypr ; .Popills Defiens:deſtated, rhe Nation 
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redeemed, and the Proteſtant Religion preſerved. 
0 Wheel! A wonderful Deliverance. | 
2. When God railes the Spirits of Men for ſome 
particular Service, above themſelves in other caſes, 
this is wonderful. Howdid God raile theSpiricof Moſes, 
for that Service of delivering Iſrael, above his own 
Skill and Courage? Who am I, that 1 ſhould go unto 
Pharoah, and that I ſhould bring the ( hildren of. lſrael 
out of Egypt? Exod.z. 11. and again, Chap. 4. 10. 
0 my Lord, 1 am not eloquent. Moſes was very lens 
ſible of, and greatly diſcouraged at his own unkit- 
neſs; but how wonderfully God raiſed: and ſpirited 
him for that Service, the whole ſtory ſhews. If 
God. calls forth any inſtrament, he can fit it for his 
purpoſe, and give ſpecial Afliſtance for ſpecial Ser- 
Vice :_ So it was with Cyrus, if God fingle him-our:to- 
be his Servant in redeeming his People out of Ba- 
bylon, he will fill him with a mighty. Spiric of Cou- 
rage and Valonr for the Work, that nothing ſhall 
ſtand againſt him. Thus ſaith the LORD. to Cyrus, 
Whoſe Right-band T have holden, to ſubdue Nations before 
bim.; and I will looſe the Loms of. Kings to open before him 
the two. leaved Gates, and the Gates ſhall not bs ſhut ; _T 
will go before thee, and make the crooked places ſtrait ; I will 
break in pjeces the Gates of Braſs, and.cut in ſunder the bars 
oe For Jacob my Servant's Sake; and Iſrael mine 
ft 1. bave called. thee by Name , Ila. 4/er l, 2, 4+ 
And when. the. time. carae, . that. the . Houſe of | 
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Lord was to be rebuilt, and his Worſhip to be re» 
ſtored ; you read of God's raiſing up their Spirits, 
Ezra 1.5. Whoſe Spirit GOD had raiſed to goup. And if 
you look into Haggat 1. 14. you ſhall find a three- 
fold ſtirring up of Spirits, which carried on that 
Work, The LORD ſtirred up the Spirit of Zerubbabel 
Governour of Judah, and the Spirit of Joſhua the High 
Prieſt, and the Spirit of all the remnant of the People, and 
they came and did Work in the Houſe of the Lord of Hoſts, 
they God. What a mighty jtirring up of Spirits is 
here, the Spirit of the Magiſtrate, the Spirit of the 
Mwmiſfter, and the Spirit of all the People. . And how : 
did the Lord ſtir up their_ Hearts, by che Miniſtry 
ofthe Prophet, Hag. 1. 1. The powerful Preaching 
of the Word, is a mighty Engine 1n carrying on - 
the Work of God. If Babylon's Walls fall, rhey- 
muſt be Preached down; 2 Theſſ.'2. 8. Rev.11.5-- 
Rev. 14.6, 8.) and if ever the Temple of the Lord 
be built, the Walls muſt be Preached up. When the - 
Prophets do conſcientiouſly apply themſelves to + 
Preaching, then the Rulers and che People. fall re- 
ſolutely ro Building, Exra 5. 1, 2. 

But was it any particular Word that God uſed, to: 
ſtir them up by ? 'Yes, the Lord had bid the Pro-- 
| phetr tell chem he was with oy ; _ Fo Pu Its - 
Hag. 1.1 3. Then /ſpake Haggai m.the Lord's Meſſage,to " 
the People ſejing, ſoot with. you, ſaith the Lord; Ro : 
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and when the Spirit of a People are thus ſtirred up 
by God, the Work is fure to (uceeed in their Hands, 
and neither Tatnai, nor Shethar-Bojnai, nor the reſt 
Ezra 5. 3. Of the Confpirators can caule it to ceaſe. This ſtir- 
ring up inclines the Mind, fixes the Reſolution, and 
inſpires ſuch a Courage and Zeal as none can re{ilt. 
How parallel is our cale with theirs? A Babylouijb 
Bondage, and a better Man than Cyrus bringing 
Deliverance, in order (we hope) to the railing the 
Temple our of its ruines. lc is a great Salvation 
our Eyes have ſeen. Now let me ask, hath Fleth 
or Spirit had the greateſt hand 1a it ? Hath Man or 
God been moſt viſible in this Work ? The queſtion 
is ealily anſwered, The Lord hath ſtirred up the . 
Spirit of Prince and Prophets, and all the People, 
that all ſorts might put to their helping Hand, ina 
cauſe wherein the Glory of God, and the common 
good are ſo much concerned ; and therefore ler us 
lay, O Wheel! 
4. When God (o orders things in his Wile Provi- 
dence, that the t arth ſhall help the Woman, this 
is wonderful. You read in Rey. 12. 15, 16. That 
the Serpent cait out of his Mouth, Waters as a Flood, after the 


Woman, that he might cauſe ſe ber to be Ai aWay as; = 
Flogd ; and the Earth belpe 
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nurſeth up a' Saviour to. deliver them. When the 
Aſgyrtan & inraged [againſt them, Hoab muſt be a 
covert tothem. Let mine out-caſts dwell with thee, Moab; 
be thou a covert to them, from the Face of the Spoiler. Iſa. 
16. 4 Thus God makes the Earth help the Wo- 
man, and he doth it various ways. Sometimes he 
ſtirs up Nation againſt Nation, that his Church may 
be ſecured in the quarrel : Grus ſhall come againſt 
Babylon,and ſo the Earth ſhall belp the Woman. Sometimes 
he ſuffers che Numrods of the Earth, to overturn the 
Laws of a Nation, and invade the Properties and Ciz 
vil Rights of Men, which grows to a National quar- 
rel;and then in conreſting Civil Rights, Religion hatha 
ſharein the ſucceſs. I: is the greatWildom & Goodneſs 
of God, that our National Rights and Religious Concerns, 
ſhould be ſo interwoven one with the other, as that 
they cannot eaſily (if at all) be ſeparated ; otherwiſe 
probably we might have done like wanton Children, 
lick off the Honey, and then throw away the Pread ; 
bur being thus happily twiſted together, rhe coneſt- 
ing of one, proves the vindication of borh ; and /o the 
Berth helps the Woman” -The Multictde are (often in 


Scripture, called Floods of Water, andthe Lord, who ſits pa. 29. 


King upon the. Flood, - doth often divide theſe. Warers, 20 
to make way:for his ranſomi'd/ones;ro paſs thtongh, © 

. When the Conieertis'of the People'of G GG WE tire 

at. the bottom of alb th&Shakings and' Coarilhocdns 

that, are inthe Nations; ad all Civil Aﬀairs are made 
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to ſubſerve the Churches intereſts ; this is wonderful. 
Though theſe things are not viſible to everyEye, yer 


Pl. r67. whoſo is Wiſe and will obſerve theſe things, they ſhall under- 
®.  *Pand the loving kindneſs of the Lord. If God hath made 


ph.1.22- Chriſt ro be Head over all things, to the ( burch, then he 
will manage and conduct all the Afﬀairs of the World, 
ſo as that they ſhall ſerve that intereſt. If he ſhakes 
the Nations, it is to accompliſh the promiſe to his 
People, of bringing i in him, who is the deſire of Nations. 
If he overturns Babylon, it is for the ſake of Sion. Ila,43- 
14. Thus ſaith the Lord your Redeemer, the Haly one of .. 
Iſrael ; for your jake 1 have ſent to Babylon, and brought 
down all their Nobles, and the Chaldeans whoſe cry is in the 
Ships. And lo. it ſhall be with Myſtical Babylon. Ir is 
ſaid Rev. 17. 16. The Kings of the Earth ſhall hate the 
Whore, and make ber deſolate and naked, and ſhall eat ber 
Fleſh, and burn her with Fire ; and if you would know 
the reaſon of this leverity, the 6 v. gives it, Becauſe 
7 ts drunk with the Blood of the Saints, and with the Blood 
, of the Hartyrs of Jeſus ; ſo that it is the Day of the Lords 
4 engeance, and the year of reCOMPENCes for the controverſie of 
Sion Iſa. 34- 8. And this is the reaſon why our Lord 
incourages his Diſciples, that when they hear of diſtreſs 
of Nations upon the Earth, and Iens Hearts failing them 
23.26, 27 for fear, char then they ſhould lift up their Heads ; it is 
"becauſe their Redemption draws nigh. 
All che overturnings in the World are ſubſervient 
to the Churches intereſt ; you read in 1 Sam..1 5. 28. 
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that Sal is laid aſide, and David. {a Man far more 
worthy) is, advanced'to the Throne, 'The Lord-bath 
rent the Kingdom from thee this day, and hath given it to-q 
Neighbour of the ,that is better than thou. Now that which 
God intended by this great change, was, the ſerling 
of Religion, and the good of his People, as you may 
ſee in 1 (hron. 13. 2, 3- And David ſaid to all the (on- 
gregation of Iſrael, Let us bring again the Ark of our God 
to «5, for we inquired not at it in the Days of Saul. Thus the 
Concerns of the Church lie at the bottom of all:the 
Turns and Alterations that are in the Nations ; the 
providential Kingdom is made to (erve the Spiritual: And 
ſhall we nor lay, O Wheel] I might add, 

When God turns evil Purpoſes to good Events,and 
makes Men accomplith his Ends, while they are pro» 
ſecuting their own Deligns : This is wonderful. 
When Men are made to ſerve the Will of God's Pro- 
vidence, -even then when they thyyare the Will of his 
Precept : This is Wonderful. When God makes im- 
preſhons upon the Minds of Men to their ruine, and 
the very means they fix upon for-theis lafery, proves 
their deſtryQion : -This is wondertul- When Provis 
dence out-wits the Churches Enemies, in their moſt 
politick and ſnbtil Contiyances : . This is, wonderful. 
WhenGad ſaves hb Peopleinche greareſtunlikelineſs 
of Salvation,as J/rathat the Red-Sea ;,and deſtroys his 
Enemies ia the greateſt imprababiluy of deſtruction, 
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all things having a contrary Aſpect, ſufficient means 
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| at hand, multiplyed Forces, trong Combinations, 
Neb. 1-10 tyyiſted tncereſts, like thorns folded together : This is won- 
derful. Andbyalltheſe inſtances(andmany more might 
be given) it appears that the Salvation which God 
hath now wrought for us, is full of wonders; there- 
fore let us admire the Works of the Lord, and cry, 
O Wheel ! how High, how Myſterious, how Wonder- 
ful are the Motions of it. And let us ſay of the Church 
] of God in this Nation, as Moſes (aid of that in the 
Wilderneſs, Happy art thou, O Tſrael ! who is like unto thee, 
| 0 People ſaved by the Lord, the Shield of thy belp, and who 
[Deut. 33. ts the Sword of thy Excellency ! And thine Enemies ſhall be 
= found Lyers unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their High 
BY Places, I have inliſted the longer upon this Duty , 
becauſe it is ſo ſeaſonable, it Go che great Duty 
which rhis Day calls us together for. I will be breifer 
in what follows. 

Duty 2. Doth he that firs in the Throne govern the 
Wheels? is it he that crys rothem and commands them? 
then let us not fear the Churches Enemies, how ma- 
ny or how great ſoevet they may be, we have ſeen 
how eaſily and hew ſuddenly he that firs upon the 
Throne, can bring the Wheel over them ; and there» 
fore Who art thou that art afraid of a Man that ſhall die, 
and forgetteſt the Lord thy FAaker * Wa. 51. 12,13. To 
fear Man, is to forget God. If God be for us, who can 
be againit ws * Rom. 8. 31. One God is more than all 
Oppolers. -- « -- | TIE 


' 


1. Heis more in number, 2 Chron. 32. 7, 8. Be 
not afraid of the Aſſyrian, nor of all the multitude that is 
With him ; for there are mere with us than Wwitb them. 
How doth that appear ? See the next words, with him 


is an Arm of Fleſh, but with us is the Lord our God, to belp us, 
and to fight our battels. 
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2. He is morein power, For who hath an Arm like Job 46. 9. þ | 


God ? If he will not withdraw his anger, the prond belpers do 


ſtoop under him, Job 9. 1 3. And therefore till God: 


wants Wiſdom to A their Deſigns, skill ro de- 
fear their Connſels, and an Arm to break their Power 
we have no caule to fear. All Nations before him are as 
nothing ; yea, they are counted to him leſs than nothing, and 
Vanity, Ila. 40. 17. 

Duty 3. If he who firs above upon this Throne, 
doth / # After and Govern the Wheels,then our Duty 
is to commend: them to his care. T herefore in all 
our Addrefles to God, let us make Conſcience of 
praying for the Wheels. 

. For the Great Wheels of the Nation. Pray for 
our Royal Soveraign, the King, - whom God hath 
made to be the Father of our Country... Pray, thar 
God who hath wonderfully moved this Wheel, and 
made him to be ſuch a Glorious Inftrumear ia his 
kand, who hath raiſed him up, as he: did the righteous 
Man from the Eaſt; and harh given the Nations beſore him, 
making him to rule over Kings, and giving them as duſt to 
_ bis Sword, and as driven. ſtubblezo bis Bop ; while be pra 


Ifa-41.2,3» 1 


[1 Tim. 2. 
== 


Job 17. 4. 


Wa 19-11. 
EZ 


x3 Chron. 
12. 32. 


Plal. 66. 
'I2. 


108 The IVifron of the Wheels. 
fred them and paſſed ſafely, even by the way that he Bad not 


er. 30. 13; 


gone with his feet ; would (till gracioaſly vouchſafe ro 
guide and govern this Wheel, thar it may g9 right on, 
and not turn as it goes, till the Kingdoms be (etled in 
the full poſſeſſion of their Religion, Rights and Li- 
berties, that ſo under him we may lead a quiet 'and 
peaceable Life in all Godleſs and Honeſty. 

2 Pray for the two Houſes, the great Council of 
the Nation, thoſe npper, and lower Wheels ; that they 
may be full of Eyes round about, to know the things which 
belong to our Peace. The higheſt Wheels will go wrong, 
if God hides underſtanding from them; and the (ounſel of 
the wiſe ( oun/ellors will become brutiſh-; and ſoit will be 
with the lower Wheels too ; even they that are the ſtay of 
the Tribes. T herefore pray that God would make them 
Hen of nnderſtanding i their times, to know what the 
Nation oughr to do: Wile to know our Diſeaſe, for 
we are a diſtempered People ; and skilful to find out, 
and apply right remedies, that it may no more be ſaid - 
0-007 reproach and ſorrow, thou haſt no bealing Medi- 
cines. - Pray-that theſe Wheels may be- well ſhed and 
nailed wich Cowage and Feſolation, that ſo the Chariot of 
this Nation may be carryed upon theſe Wheels through 
thick and thin, through all its difficulties and dangers 
to a lafe reſt, as Tſrael was of old ; 'whom, though 
for a-time God canſed' Men to ride over their heads, and 
though they went through Fire and Water, yet be brought ot 
mto a Wealthy Place, Pray that theſe: Wheels may t 
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one Whecl in the hand of God. That there may be no 
Diſcord, no Diviſions, no croſs andcontrary motions 
to obſtruct our ſettlement ; ; Chis 15 What our I'opith 
Adverſaries hope and wait for. 

Hoc Ithacus velit, 43+ m, 490 mercentur Atride. 

Pray that God would ſo unite them in their Coun- 
ſels, as that ir may appear the Spirit of the living (Teas 29, 
ture is mn the Wheels, When the ſame Spiric which 
was in Moſes, was put upen the Elders of the People, 
then they voted as he did, and judged as he did, and 


{o did bear the burden of the People with him, and Rrengch- x -—_ 


- ned the hands one of another. The Spirit of God is 
a Spirit of Union. 

3. Pray for the leſjer // heels, viz, inferiour Mas 
oiſtrares, that they may all in cheir places move and 
act for God, ſuppreſs wickedneſs, incourage vircue, 
countenance Religion, and {o move right on, and 
not bear the Sword in vain. 


4. Pray for the Spiritual Y/heels, the Miniſters of © 


the Goſpel, that they may be zealous for the truth, 
.bold for God in a time when $S1n 1s daring, true to, his 
worſhip againſt all Humane devifings, witneſſes for 


Chriſt, though they Propheſie mn Sackeloth ; yea, though 7 Rev. 3, he 


the Beaft ſhould make VVar with them and kl them ; yet 
that they may bear their Teſtimony for Chriſt tothe 
Dearth. Pray that they may be like the living Crea- 


tures, which had each one four faces; the fate of a' an Ezek. 1.6) | 


for prudence; the face of a Lim, for courage ; the face © 
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gone with bis feet ; would (till graciouſly vouchſafe co 
guide and govern this Wheel, that it may go right on, 
and not turn as it goes, till the Kingdoms be ſetled in 
the full poſſeſſion of their Religion, Rights and Li- 


berties, that ſo under him we may lead a quiet and 


» Tim. 2. peaceable Life in all Godlmeſs and Honeſty, 
2. 


2 Pray for the two Houſes, the great Council of 
the Nation, thole npper, and lower Wheels ; that they 
may be full of Eyes round about, to know the things which 
belong to our Peace. The higheſt Wheels will go wrong, 
it God hides underſtanding from them ; and the (Counſel of 
the wiſe (ounſellors will become brutiſh-; and fot will be 
with the lower Wheels too ; even they that are the tay of 
the Tribes. T herefore pray that God would make them 
Aen of nnderſtanding m their times, to know what the 
Nation ought to do: Wile to know our Diſeaſe, for 
we are a diſtempered People ; and skilful to find out, 
and apply right remedies, that it may no more be ſaid 


-r. 30. 13. £0 Or reproach and ſorrow, thou haſt no bealing Medi- 


cines. - Pray-thar theſe Wheels may be- well /hod and 
nailed wirh' Cowage and Refolation, that ſo the Chariot of 
this Nation may be carryed upon theſe Wheels through 
thick and thin, through all its difficulties and dangers 
to a ſafe reſt, as Iſrael was of old ; 'whom, though 
for a/time God cauſed: Men to ride over their heads, and 
though they went through Fire and Water, yet he-brought out 
mto a Wealthy Place, Pray that theſe- Wheels may t 
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one Whecl in the hand of God. That there may be no 
Diſcord, no Diviſions, no croſs andcontrary motions 
ro obſtruct our ſerclement:; : this 15 What our Popiſh 
Adverſaries hope and wait for. 

Hoc Ithacus velit, > m agno mercentur Atride. 

Pray that God would ſo urice them in theis Coun- 
ſels, as that ir may appear the Spirit of the living (reas +, 
ture 1s m the Wheels, When the ſame Spirit which 
was in Hoſes, was put upen the Elders of the People, 
then they voted as he did, and judged as he did, and 


{o did bear the burden of the People with him, and trengrh- _ AF 


- ned the hands one of another. "The Spirit of God is 
a Spirit of Union. 

3. Pray for the leſſer //heels, viz, inferiour Mas 
oiſtrares, that they may all in cheir places move and 
act for God, ſuppreſs wickedneſs, incourage vircue, 
countenance Religion, and {o move right on, and 
not bear the Sword in vain. | 

4. Pray for the Spiritual Y/ heels, the Miniſters of 
Fa. Go! pel, that they may be zealous for the truth, 
.bold for God in a time when Sin is daring, true to his 
worſhip againſt all Humane devifings, witneſſes for 


Chriſt, though they Propheſie in Sackelath ; yea, though 7*** 1 


the Beaft ſhould make VVar with them and kl them ; yet 
that they may bear their Teſtimony for Chriſt tothe 
Death. Pray that they. may be like the living Crea- 


09. 


virg.: 


Ezek. x. 
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tures, which had each one four faces; the fate of a" an Bark. 1 


jor prudence; the face of a Lion, for courage ; the face a 


is | 


| 
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| of an Ox, for Diligence ; and the face of an eagle, for Swift» 
neſs; and for - high Flight roo, that they may be * /ifred ap 
ilip2. from the earth, not ſeeking rheir own, Lut the things which arg 
ly Tefas Chriit's. : 
| And ſecing that every Perſon, every individual is a Wheel 
2, 11 the Viſion; therefore we ought to pray for all the Wheels ; 
that they may not ſtand ſtill, but move right on,following the 
| Guidance of him that js above upon the Throne, And in Order to 
this,pray for their c/ea/ing and oiling: Wheels can't go without 
| theſe. They necd cleanſing, a great deal of Dirt ſticks to the 
[| JLeels; Uncleanneſs,Pride,Covetouſneſs, many hurtful Luſts : 
Cor-7.1. They can never move aright until they are c/eanſed from all 
Filrhineſs of Fleſh and Sprrit.Theretore pray that they may be 
made clean. And when they are made clean,they will want oil- 
ing : And therefore beg for a rich anointing of the Spirit of 
God. 
\ This would make every //7ee! move chearfully in the 
Way of God ; for it is the oz] of gladneſs. David was no 


ſure, and Duty a Delight. 7 delight to do thy will, O my God, 
Pfal. 40.8. - Thy law rs my delight, Plal. r19. 77. 
© This would make the Wheels move wiſely, like the Whee!?s 
that are '{«// of eyes. The Spirit of God isa Spirit of Wiſ- 
dom, and 1ſdom is profitable to dirett. 
This would make them move right on, and not turn as 
they go. The righteous ſhall hold on his way, Job 17.9. 
Laftly,it would make them moveſwiſtly,and be in the ways 
6.12: of God , /ike the Chariots of Aminadab. Their Motion 
weuld be like that of the living Creatures, who ra» as they 
went. Nothing accelerates the Motion of the Soul, nor ſpeeds 
it in a Courſe of Obedience and Holineſs like this anointing. 
And God hath promiſed it to all that ſeek him, and wait on 
him for it, in rhat 40zh. Chapter of 7aiah, v..31. The Touths 
fhall faint and be weary ===—_— But they that wait upon the 
= - Lord ſhall reneiv their Srrength, they ſhall mount up with 


ſooner anointed with this Oil , but Obedience was a Plea- 
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Wings as Eagles, they ſhall run, and net be weary, they ſhall 
walk, and not faint. | 

Daty 4. Doth he that ſits above upon the Throne govern 
the Wheels 2 Then let not us do any thing to hinder him in 
his Work. The Lord hath a glorious Work upon the Whee/ 
at this Day : O let us take heed of doing any thing that may 
retard or obſtrutt it. Many a fair Child hath been titled in 
the Birth. And many a work of God hath been marred 
upon the Wheel, by the unworthy Carriage of his People to 
him, whilehe hath been working for them. | 

Our Caſe is like that of //rae/ in their Paſſage; not in E- 
£ypt, nor in Canaan.' Brought out, but not brought 7» 5 won» 
derfully redeemed, but not yet ſerled ; not in Poſſeſſion, but 
20ing to poſſeſs. And it is fad to conſider how their Sin and 
Unworthineſs retarded this Work, and ſet it forty years back. 
Nay, they did by murmuring, by unbelief, by luſting, by an 
Egyptian Spirit in a redeemed Eſtate, ſo tempt and provoke 
God, that of the many Thouſands that came out of Egypt, 


there were very few that went into the good Land : 7 /ware yz. ir; | 


in my Wrath, they ſhall not enter into my Reff. Their provox 
king Sins ſpoiled the Work, marred it upon the Wheel. The 
Lord awaken us, to conſider it : For what ſays the Apoſtle > 


Thefe things were our Examples, to the intent we ſhould not 1 Cor.to. 
luſt after evil things, as they lufted ;. nor ga after our Idols, 6. 
as ſome of them did ; nor tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them tem» _ 


pred. If we are found in the ſame kind of Sins, we muſt look 
to ſhare in the ſame kind of Judgments. We may .be des» 
ſtroyed, after we have been redeemed : God may bring 
us out of Egypt, and yet cut us 'off in the Wilderneſs. . The 
diſcontented Spirit of /ſrac/ is upon us at. this Day ; murtu- 
ring at Moſes, though God hath made him a Saviour to us 


ſting after /he. Garlict and Onions of Egypt, in contempt af Numb.1 x 
the Manna from 4Zeaven ; hankering after a Captain that .may 5,6, ® | 
bring vs back to our late Bondage and Slavery, rather than Numb.144 | 


follow the Conduct of God, into a true &eft and Peace, Oh __. 
RENEE ve | FELT OTF” 
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| take heed of this Spirit, left it hinder the Work, and we periſh 
1 in the way. | 
{ſil Duty 5. If he that-fits above upon the Throne, guides the 
Iheels, then commit all into his Hands ; ſubſcribe to his Wiſe 
dom and be-refigned to Ins Will; for he doth all things well and 
rjſa.28 29. wiſely: Ze is wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in working, 
Many pretend to. byw to his commanding Will, who yet can- 
not ſubſcribe to his effec#ing Will. Suppole things do not $0 in 
the World as you would have them, yet they go as God or- 
ders them: The Wheels go right on, God doth not need to 
| fer [is Sun þy your Dal : and therefore the Duty is, to excr- 
'C ciſe an univerſal Truſt, in all Times, in all Conditions, in all 
Afﬀairs. Truſt him with the Government of the World, for 
J Eph1.22. he ,is Head over all things to the Church. Truſt him with 
| the Care of the-Ghurch,: qr it is the only Intereſt he hath in 
8 $4-52-5 the Worſd. Truft him With the fulfilling of his Promiſes, for 
wH a4 they are all Tea, and Amen, in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 1,20. Truft 
22.6. him with the Accompliſhment of all the Propliecies, for 7he/e 
, 1; are the. true Sayings of God, Rev, 29.9. Heaven and Earth 
ſhall paſs, but not ove jot or tittle of the Word ſhall paſs, till 
all be fulfilled, Matth. 5. 18. Truſt him with /all your Cons 
ecrnments. The Work and DeGgn God is in hand with in 
our Day, is ſuch as calls for the higheſt Truſt, and moſt 
raiſed Attings of Faith. And would you know what that 
s It is the ſhaking Heaven and. Earth, for:the removing made 
F105. . 
T he final Ruin of Baby/on, and all-her Helpers. 
_ The. compleat Redemption of his People. ; Srreh 2s 
| -[' The bringing itt che mew Heavens, and the new. Earth, that 
'Rev.11.15 the Kingdoms of this World. may become the Fingdoms: of. wr 
q. Lord, and of bis Chrif7 ;. that ſo he may reign for ever aud 
ever. Amen. - Tn any * 
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